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News Briefs I Carolyn Coon leaving 



compiled by LAURA K. HARRIS 



Editor-in-Chief 
Commencement Exercises 

Graduation will take place on Saturday, May 16, at 5:00 p.m. in 
Mabee Fieldhouse. No ticket is required for admission, and seating 
is on a first come, first serve basis. 

A Jubilant Sons 

The Spring Concert, A Jubilant Song, will take place on Sunday, 
May 3 at 4:00 p.m. in Foyle Chapel. All students, faculty, staff and 
alumni are invited to attend. Admission is free, and the program 
will last about an hour. 

Need an extra hour of credit? 

Students who participate in the Avila College Singers (the choir) 
are eligible for one hour of credit as well as possible grant money. 
See John Rudzinski if interested, or call him at ext 3129. 

Honors Convocation 

The Honors Convocation will take place on Satturday, April 16 in 
Goppcrt Theater at 10:00 a.m. 

Graduation Mass 

Graduation Mass will take place in Goppert Theater at 3:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 16. This mass fulfills the Sunday obligation for 
Catholics. 

Summer School 

The deadline to register for summer classes is June 1. Sign up for 
classes in the Office of the Registrar. 



by BRIAN STUCKEY 

Managing Editor 

Avila is losing a familiar face 
from the Office of Student Life. 
Carolyn Coon, Assistant Dean 
of Student Affairs for the past 
three years, is leaving at the end 
of this school year for a job at 
McPherson College. Coon is 
returning to McPherson to 
become Vice Provost and Dean 
of Students. She previously 
served as Director of Residence 
Life there for four years. 

Coon said, “The job came 
available and it sounded like 
something I wanted to do. It’s at 
a school that I know and I still 
have a lot of friends there. I 
wasn’t looking for a job, but the 
opportunity was there. The 
chance to be a dean doesn’t 
come along very often. I 
thought about it for a long time 
before 1 decided to do it.” 

Tom Lease, Vice President 
and Dean of Student Affairs, 
said, “I’m very happy for her 
and the opportunities she has, 
and I’m very sad for myself and 
the Avila community that we 
won’t have her anymore.” 



Coon said that anoth- 
er reason she decided 
to go was that this job 
gives her the chance 
to teach some classes. 

“That was another 
big draw for me,” 
Coon said, “because 
that’s something that 
I’ve kind of thought 
about doing.” 

Along with her 
administration duties, 
Coon will teach a 
course each semester, 
possibly ethics or 
business manage- 
ment. 

Coon is excited 
about the opportunity 
and her new position, 
but she is very sad 
about leaving Avila. 
“Leaving here will be 




’ Coon 



hard. I like it here, a lot,” 
said. 

“She’s excited because it is an 
opportunity to return to a place 
she’s been before and that she’s 
enjoyed, and it’s a great promo- 
tion,” said Lease, “so in that 
sense I’m happy for her, but I 
will miss her personally and 



professionally.” 

“Working with the students 
here has really been the high- 
light,” Coon said. “That’s by far 
the part that I’ll miss the most. 

“It’s been a good experience 
and it will be hard to leave. I 
don’t look forward to that part 
at all, the saying good-bye part. 
It’ll be tough.” 



Sister Rita Goes To Jail for her 70th Birthday 



bv LYNN BROWN-QUICK 

Staff Writer 

In a nutshell: She’s a nun, 
she’s 70 years old, she believes 
in non-violence and she’s a 
criminal. 

Sr. Rita Steinhagen is two 
months into a six-month sen- 
tence in the federal prison in 
Pekin, 111. A member of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, sponsors of Avila 
College, she has taken a stand 
against violence and injustice. 

Her crime was protesting on 
the grounds of the School of the 
Americas at Fort Benning, Ga. 
She and 600 protesters walked 
onto school grounds in 
November. They carried cross- 
es and a casket full of petitions 
signed by American citizens, 
demanding the school be 
closed. 

Along with 24 other protest- 
ers, Sr. Rita was found guilty of 
violating the “Ban and Bar” let- 
ters they had received after pre- 
vious arrests at the school. The 
letters banned the protesters 



from re-entering the fort for a 
specific time period, which is 
usually five years. For violat- 
ing the ban, each of the 25 pro- 
testers was sentenced to a six- 
month prison term and a 
$3,000 fine. 

The protesters 
are determined 
to close the 
school which 
was started in 
Panama during 
the Kennedy 
administration. 

Among its graduates are 
Manuel Noriega, Panama’s 
former leader; Raoul Cedras, 
head of the Haitian coup that- 
ousted Jean Bertrand Aristide; 
and 19 Salvadorans accused of 
murdering six Jesuit priests, 
their housekeeper and her 
daughter. 

In a statement made at her 
sentencing, Sr. Rita said, “For 
many years our government 
has sent money to those coun- 
tries in Latin America so that 
their soldiers could come to the 
United States for military 



training at the School of the 
Americas. Their training, 
which was described in manu- 
als released by the Pentagon, 
after a bit of pressure, in 1996, 
recommended interrogation 
techniques like torture, execu- 
t i o n , 
black- 
mail, and 
arrests of 
family 
members. 
The grad- 
uates of 
the School of the Americas are 
notorious for their cruelty.” 
According to Christina 
Nifong, staff writer of The 
Christian Science Monitor, the 
U.S. military has long defended 
the school, saying it does not 
teach torture and in fact bol- 
sters human rights. In Nifong’s 
March 2 column, she wrote that 
military staff and lawmakers 
say the claims against the 
School of the Americas are out- 
rageous misstatement of fact. 

However, U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Kennedy of Massachusetts has 



repeatedly introduced legisla- 
tion to close the School of the 
Americas. The current version 
is H.R.611. As of March 2, his 
bill had 132 co-sponsors. S.980 
is the Senate version of the bill 
to close the school. 

Nifong’s sources say the 
school is not likely to be shut 
down while the Republicans 
control Congress, but oppo- 
nents say they will continue to 
build on their groundswell. 
‘This fight, they say, is just 
beginning,” Nifong wrote. 

Sr. Rita’s fight included cele- 
brating her 70th birthday on the 
day of her sentencing. 

According to Sr. Virginia 
Webb, CSJ, who works at the 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Congregational Center in St. 
Louis, Sr. Rita has been 
involved in social justice issues 
for about 30 years. “She was a 
protester of the Vietnam War, 
and she has been involved in 
the protest against the manufac- 
ture of land mines,” Sr. 
Virginia said. 

“Our belief is that Rita will do 



what she always does which is 
to do what she can to enable 
people to live happy, healthy 
fives and to do what she can to 
bring discomfort to those who 
are oppressors," Sr. Virginia 
said. 

Although she is an experi- 
enced protester, Sr. Rita has 
never been in prison before. 
She has written to the congre- 
gational center, telling them 
that she is temporarily living 
with five other women in a dor- 
mitory with six metal bunk 
beds. When there is space in 
one of the main wings of the 
minimum security prison, she 
will be moved. She reported 
that the food is good and that 
she is wearing standard prison 
garb: dark green shirts and 
pants and black shoes. 

Sr. Rita wrote that she 
receives as many as 60 letters a 
day. All of her mail is opened 
by prison officials, read and 
stapled shut again. She talks 
with the other women, walks 
on the track and rides the sta- 
tionary bike in the gymnasium. 



In a nutshell: 
She's a nun, she's 70 
years old.. .and 
she's a criminal 



S 
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Sports Banquet not a slight O’Reilly renovation 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Students attending the Sports 
Banquet on April 17 were 
surprised when men’s soccer 
team member Ray Nastase’s 
name was not called. 

Nastase, a junior, was killed in 
February in an automobile 
accident. 

“I was extremely upset when 
the men’s soccer coach didn’t 
mention Ray and also when the 
athletic director didn’t let 
everyone know how much Ray 
gave to sports at Avila,” 
sophomore Kelly Umscheid 
said. “Whether cheering or 
playing he always got everyone 
excited and into the event 
taking place.” 

“I waited through three hours 
of names being called and 
awards being given,” junior 
Robbie Davies said. 
“Wondering how they were 
going to honor Ray for his 
passion towards soccer. When it 
ended and Ray’s name had 
never even been mentioned, I 
felt sick to my stomach.” 

The Athletic Department 



issued a statement to answer homecoming celebration next 

students’ concerns, and help year, as we honor Ray’s 

them realize Nastase will memory with activities centered 

always be a part of the Avila around the sport, the team and 

community. the friends that he loved,” 

“The athletic Michael 

department made Crozier, 

the decision not to T? Q \7 athletic 

honor the life and »» -IJ-l director, 

accomplishments of „ i wrote. 

Ray Nastase at the 1101 00 This is a 

athletic awards r* ,. situation 

banquet. After lOrgOtteil that 
attempting to involves 



community. 

“The athletic 

department made 
the decision not to D 

honor the life and ^ 

accomplishments of 
Ray Nastase at the 
athletic awards r- 

banquet. After I( 

attempting to 
coordinate 

appropriate 

memorial services, 
we felt it was not the 
appropriate venue. 

“Ray will not be forgotten. 
Memorial honors by the athletic 
department will be conducted in 
a ceremony during 
Homecoming during 1998, held 
October 3. At that time Ray’s 
jersey number will be retired. 
“Ray was an active member of 
our campus. As such, there are 
many campus events and 
activities that lend themselves 
to a memorial service. I invite 
everyone who was close to Ray 
to come back to the 



-Mike Crozier m a n y 
feelings, 

thought 

and opinions. 

Some may not agree with the 
decision of the athletic 
department, but many students 
feel it was a just decision. 

“A situation like this can bring 
up a lot of emotions and 
possible hard feelings,” senior 
Tim Coleman said. “However, I 
think it is important to realize 
that Ray is not being forgotten, 
and that the athletic department 
was simply trying to act in a 
way they felt would be helpful 
to the entire community, that 
everyone could be present for.” 



New Basketball Courts 




X L l i i , | photo by Brian Stuckey 

I he basketball courts are in great disrepair, but thanks to the combined efforts of the Wellness 
Committee and Student Senate, it will soon look a great deal better. 



by RY AN GLASGOW Student Senate are donating. 

Staff Writer Every year the Student Senate 

gets to donate a senior gift. 
The weather is finally getting This year they joined with The 

nice, and most people are Wellness Committee to get the 

experiencing a hide Spring outdoor courts fixed at Avila, 

fever. It is the lime of year The gift was divided into two 

when people parts, the first 

enjoy being 1 being a street 

outside and Ot/liaiC JL5> VCiy light that faces 

*7 EM excited to be a “T 

barbecues and part of this- timer for all 

friendly r the people 

picnics. It is -Laura Harris who en j oy 

even a time for playing at 

outdoor sporting events. night. The second part is a 

Those who enjoy playing donation to help fund the 

basketball outside will enjoy backboards that are being put 

the new basketball goals the up. 

Wellness Committee and “Senate is very excited to be a 



•u U IU1IV IUI 

barbecues and part Of tWS" 
friendly A 



picnics. It is 

even a time for 

outdoor sporting events. 

Those who enjoy playing 
basketball outside will enjoy 
the new basketball goals the 
Wellness Committee and 



-Laura Harris 



part of this. Its a great way to 
improve life for residents who 
want to play basketball at 
night,” Student Senate vice- 
president Laura Harris said. 

The goals arrived two weeks 
ago, and the maintenance 
department is in the process of 
putting the goals up now. They 
hope to have them up by May 4. 
They will also be repairing the 
cracks in the court and laying 
new concrete. The sole purpose 
is to give the students 
something to enjoy and better 
Avila’s campus appearance. 
The Wellness Committee and 
Student Senate invite all Avila 
students to enjoy the outdoor 
courts. 



by LYNN BROWN-QUICK improvements for those with 

Staff Writer disabilities. Restrooms will be 

totally gutted and made more 
After 35 years of constant use, accessible, and an elevator will 
O'Reilly Hall will be closed for be installed, 
a $1.2 million renovation The organic chemistry lab 
project this summer. When the will be totally redesigned and a 
building reopens, it will feature costly air handling system will 

new windows, new restrooms, a be installed to isolate the air in 

new ventilation system for the laboratories. This 

science labs and better improvement will alleviate th 

accessibility for people with odors created from students’ 

disabilities. laboratory experiments. 

How will the renovations In addition, individual 

affect students? research areas will be created 

First, all summer classes - and for science students to do 

the majority of summer classes research and individual 

are usually offered in O’Reilly- projects. These individual 

have been scheduled in other research areas will be located 

campus buildings. However, in the core between the four 

chemistry courses with labs existing laboratories, 

will not be offered at all due to Along the north side of the 
renovations in that area. upper level of O'Reilly, 15 new 

College officials do not offices will be created for 

anticipate any other natural and allied health 

inconvenience to students sciences faculty. Many faculty 

during the renovation and plan members there have shared 

to resume . i • ■ ■ i offices, Lease 

classes in •■■th© individual sa j(j “When 

O'Reilly in the fr: ... , they’re meeting 

fall. offices will be a with student : 

Second, the , . now, they do not 

computer labs pi US TOT Students. have 

will be re- rnnfiHpnlialitv 



located to the 
library. — 

Students may use the 
Macintosh and IBM- 
compatible computers in the 
library this summer. This move 
will provide students with 
additional Internet 

opportunities, as well as the 
advantage of the library’s 
extended hours. The Macintosh 
lab will re-open in O'Reilly for 
fall semester. 

Third, when students return on 
Aug. 24, O'Reilly will have an 
updated appearance, as well as 
some functional improvements. 

The J.E. Dunn Construction 
company has been awarded the 
construction contract for the 
first of the two phases of 
improvements. During the first 
phase, all exterior windows and 
doorways will be replaced. 
“The new windows and doors 
will be more energy efficient 
and much more functional,” 
said Tom Lease, Avila vice 
president and dean for Student 
Affairs. 

Lease said the renovations 
also include several 



continued from Sister Rita... 
She tries to find a quiet place to 
write, think and pray, and she is 
keeping a journal of her 
experiences. 

While her own activities are 
restricted, Sr. Rita has the 
support of her community. “If 
she’s going to spend six 
months in prison, what she 
asked us to do was to spend six 
months giving testimony,” Sr. 
Virginia said, as she provided 
phone numbers and Internet 
information for readers to 
register their opinions. “I want 
folks to write and call then- 
senators and representatives.” 
Here are some ways Sr. 
Virginia recommended to 



III Uc a w jth students 
. . now, they do not 

tudents. have 

confidentiality 
-Tom Lease or privacy, so the 
individual 
offices will be a plus for 
students,” he said. 

Monies from the college’s 
Pathways Campaign will fund 
this renovation. “While there 
are virtually hundreds of small 
donations to the campaign, 
there are two major donors 
contributing,” Lease said. 
“.One is the Mabee Foundation 
and the other one is the Krcsge 
Foundation.” 

Lease said die second phase 
of O'Reilly renovation will cost 
about $1 million. Fund-raising 
is expected to take two to three 
more years. 

Once the fund-raising is 
completed, students can again 
expect major improvements in 
the O'Reilly remodeling 
process. The second phase will 
include redesigning the lower 
level for new usds and 
remodeling social science 
faculty offices. Classroom 
technology upgrades and 
possibly a satellite dish for live 
teleconferencing are also 
included in phase two plans. 



register opinions or to learn 
more about the School of the 
Americas: 

To contact your senator or 
representative, call the capital 
switchboard at (202) 224-3121. 

To call the president, call 
(202) 455-1111, fax (202)456- 
2461 or e-mail 

president@whitehouse.gov. 

For more information, visit 
the SOAWatch web site at 
http://www.soaw.org/ or write 
to the group at P.0. Box 3330; 
Columbus Ga. 31903. 
SOAWatch is a protest group 
dedicated to providing an 
exchange of information on the 
School of the Americas. . 



News 



A Jubilant Song 



bv LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

A Jubilant Song take place in 
Foyle Chapel May 3 at 4 p.m. 
The Avila College Singers will 
present the Spring Concert at a 
new location. Traditionally, the 
concert is held in Goppert 
Theater, but this year it will 
take place iii the Chapel. 

There are two notable reasons 
for the change. “Acoustically, 
the Chapel is easier to sing in 
because it is a much smaller 
space and there is an extremely 
nice reverberation,” John 
Rudzinski, director of the Avila 
College Singers, said. 

Secondly, attendance at the 
Spring Concert is usually lower 
than die Christmas Concert. 
“The sound is swallowed up in 
Goppert, and when the choir 
looks out and secs a smaller 
crowd, that can be very 
daunting,” Rudzinski said. 

The concert will be held at 4 
p.m., which is also earlier dian 
usual. The change in time is 
because many people do not 
want to be out late on Sunday 
evenings, and it will allow 
campus students the 
opportunity to come and still 
have lime to study or go out 
afterwards. 

The music for this year’s 
concert is very different as 
well. Rudzinski explained that 
die music is because of the 
choir. This year’s concert 
showcases much more 
romantic style music. The 
amount of people in the choir 
makes this possible. The 
romantic style has more 
changes in volume and tone 
dian many other styles. 

There are two numbers that 
Rudzinski is extremely excited 
about. The first one is Ave 
Maria by Jacques Arcadelt. 
This tradidonal piece will be 
sung a cappella for the concert. 

The second number causing a 



great deal of excitement 
because of the choir is Ride the 
Chariot, arranged by William 
Henry Smith. This spiritual will 
also be sung a cappella, with a 
soprano solo by freshman Kami 
Johnson. Rudzinski also 
pointed out that this song is 
able to be performed because of 
Johnson’s wonderful singing 
talent. “Kami is wonderful, just 
wonderful," Rudzinski said. 

“She’s tliis small gal, but 
when she opens her mouth, the 
most powerful and amazing 
sound comes out,” George 
Chrisman, curator of Thornhill 
Gallery and baritone in die 
choir, said. 

There will be two odier pieces 
with solos in die concert. 
Senior tenor Ryan Allenbrand 
will sing the solo for Annie 
Laurie. The words were 
composed in 1685 by William 
Douglas of Fingland, Scodand 
to his love, the beaudful “Annie 
Laurie,” daughter of Sir Robert 
Laurie. A century later Lady 
John Scott wrote the music, and 
the song became hugely 
popular widi the troops in the 
Crimean War. 

The last solo will be by juniors 
Chris Glecson, tenor, and Mary 
Lopez, alto, during another 
spiritual, Healing River, a 
tradidonal arranged by Lee 
Dengler. 

There will be brass players 
accompanying A Jubilant Song 
arid One Spirit, One Church. 
The entire concert will take no 
longer than an hour, and 
admission is free. 

Choir is offered every 
semester to all students, faculty 
and staff. There are no 
auditions, and one hour of 
credit may be earned. 

The time for choir in the fall 
semester is Tuesday and 
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m.- 
12:15 p.m. Contact John 
Rudzinski if interested at 
extension 3129. 



SONGS 

Ride the Chariot 

Ave Maria 

Fruhlingsfeier 
(Celebration of Spring) 

Annie Laurie 



Afternoon on a Hill Julie Gardner Bi 

Healing River arranged by Lee 

One Spirit, One Church Kevin Keil 

The Awakening Joseph M. Marti 

A Jubilant Song Allen Pole 

Nachtviolen Franz Schubert 

Because My Love Is Come toMe Edvard Grieg 



arranged by William Henry Smith 
Jacques Arcadelt 

Felix Mendelssohn 
Gilbert M. Martin 
Julie Gardner Bray 
arranged by Lee Dengler 
Kevin Keil 
Joseph M. Martin 
Allen Pole 
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Student Writers Receive Awards 



by BRIAN STUCKEY 
Managing Editor 

Avila students brought home 
several awards from the 1998 
annual Missouri College Media 
Association (MCMA) 

newspaper awards. The MCMA 
convention was held April 3 and 
4 at the Renaissance Hotel in St. 
Louis. 

The convention involves two 
days of meetings and seminars 
ending in a banquet and awards 
ceremony on Saturday evening. 
Roy Harunann, publisher of the 
Riverfront Times and St. Louis 
Magazine, was llie keynote 
speaker at the banquet. Avila 
came away a winner from the 
awards ceremony, widi The 
Talon receiving 12 awards. 

Talon adviser Steve Iliff said, 
“I think we did very well. It 



shows how strong the paper is. 
Every year the paper just keeps 
getting better, in terms of 
writing, production, and 
design. It’s 12 pages now and 
it’s 12 pages that are full of 
stories. The awards show dial it 
is getting better.” 

The awards are given based 
on submissions from the 1997 
calendar year. There are 23 
categories of awards, widi four 
divisions. Avila is in Division 
3 widi odier smaller four-year 
colleges including Soudiwest 
Baptist University, Fontbonne 
College, Park College, and 
William Jewell College. 

Submissions were chosen 
from die spring and fall 1997 
semesters. Entries arc dien 
judged by editors of 
newspapers in towns across 
Missouri. 



Avila received awards in a 
wide range of categories, 
including awards for wridng, 
photography and design. 

“There were a lot of awards 
for design,” Iliff said. “A lot of 
improvements have been made 
in dial area of the paper over die 
last year. Jessica (Brice) has 
done a lot to improve diat diis 
year as production manager, 
and so did Joy (Hyde) as editor- 
in-chief last spring. I'm glad to 
see die production people 
gelling awards. 

“One diing dial’s important to 
remember is dial we’re a small 
school and we don’t have a 
journalism major. It makes it 
very difficult to operate, yet 
still it’s getting belter,” said 
Iliff. “The number and quality 
of die awards help show die 
quality of die stall” 



AWARDS 


~ First Place 


News Writing 


Laura Harris 


- First Place 


Entertainment Cartoon 


Josh Simpson 


- First Place 


Graphics 


Joy Hyde 


~ Second Place 


Graphics 


Kelly Turner 


~ Second Place 


Page One Design 


Joy Hyde 
Kelly Turner 






Rebecca Rand 
Clay Ransom 


- Third Place 


Regular Column 


Laura Harris 


- Third Place 


Investigative Reporting 


Kelly Turner 


- Honorable Mention 


Review 


Satomi Ishikawa 


- Honorable Mention 


Feature Page 


Laura Harris 
Jessica Brice 






Brian Stuckey 




Sports Page 


Kelly Tumor 
Joy Hyde 








Clay Ransom 
Rebecca Rand 


- Honorable Mention 


Sports Photo 


Clay Ransom 


- Honorable Mention 


Investigative Reporting 


Kelly Turner 
Joy Hyde 



Student Honors Celebrated 




by LAURA K, HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

The 12th Annual Honors 
Banquet was held on Saturday, 
April 25. The evening started 
with mass in the Chapel at 4 
p.m. The Avila College Singers 
performed at mass, singing A 
Jubilant Song by Allen Pole 
during the presentation of the 
gifts. The spiritual Ride the 
Chariot arranged by William 
Henry Smith was also 
performed, with freshman Kami 
Johnson performing the solo. 
This song was performed a 
cappella. 

Immediately following mass, 
there was a recepdon in Marian 
Center as the finishing touches 
were put on dinner. After the 



reception and everyone was 
seated in the Marian Center 
Dining Room, dinner was 
served to the student honorees 
by the faculty. 

Bob and Carol Miller, sponsors 
of the evening were in 
attendance. Bob Miller spoke to 
the audience of how he had not 
graduated with honors, so he 
had to be content with 
sponsoring the dinner. The 
Millers have sponsored the 
Honors Banquet since its 
inception 12 years ago, and 
have spent roughly $25,000. 
Although Bob Miller said he 
may not have graduated with 
honors, he has certainly lived 
with honors-summa cum laude. 

All students with a GPA of 3.5 
or higher for the fall semester 



were invited. Those that 
attended were awarded a 
certificate of recognition during 
the awards ceremony. 

The awards were distributed 
by major. Seniors graduating 
with honors were given special 
recognition. Honors are 
classified in three tiers. 

If students’ cumulative GPA 
is 3.5 or above, they graduate 
with the distinction cum laude. 
Magna cum laude is awarded to 
3.7 and above, and summa cum 
laude is awarded to 3.9 and 
above. 

Junior Julie Klutsarits read the 
opening benediction. 

After the meal, the student 
honorees and their guests went 
to Goppert Theater to see the 
musical Assassins. 



TITANIC: The Story Behind the Movie 
RMST itanic 

On May 12 at 7:30 p.m. in Whitfield Center, Michael Rudd will present a 
public lecture about the RMS Titanic. 

Rudd will present rarely-seen photographs of the ship, with recorded 
statements by Titanic Second Officer Lightoller, Captain Stanley Lord of 
the California, and survivors of the disaster. 

Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for students. 
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International Student 

Spotlight: 

A Former National Player 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Icstyn Penrose came to 
America from South Wales 
after an injury forced him to 
make a decision about his 
entire future. 

Penrose started playing soccer 
seriously when he was — 

15 years old. His lalher 
played professionally ^ 
and really encouraged 
him to start working on I 
his game. . 

Penrose played for the I 
English Premiership S| 
side Southampton, 
which is a club team of 
a professional soccer ^ 
society. Alter that, he | 
made the Welsh I 
National Team, but was I \ 

injured while playing I „ 

for Southampton the 
night before the first 
game of the Welsh 
National Team. 

Penrose was tackling an 
opponent, when the opponent 
turned and kicked him in the 
stomach with his cleats, which 
punctured Penrose’s small 
bowel. The first game of the 
National Team was against 
Switzerland and was televised. 
Penrose watched the game 
from his hospital room. 

When Penrose finally 
recovered, the season was 
over, it was time to make a 
decision about the future. 
Robbie Davies, another Welsh 
student at Avila, had recently 
decided to attend Avila and 
play soccer. 

The coach asked Davies if be 
knew of anyone else who 
would like to play, and Davies’ 
father told Penrose about it 
Penrose talked with his father 
and stepmother and weighed 
his options. He could either try 
to play professionally again, or 
go to school. Because of the 
seriousness of his injury, 
Penrose was hesitant to attempt 
pro. 

Instead, he decided to gel his 
education so that if afterwards 
he wanted to go pro again, at 
least he had something to fall 



back on. 

However, Penrose said that 
his life has taken a different 
direction and he does not know 
for sure if he will try to play 
pro again. It depends on if he is 
offered a good job here in 
America. 

Penrose will receive his 



ISilll 
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bachelor’s degree in history in 
May of 1999, but probably 
will not participate in the 
ceremony. After he finishes 
his bachelor’s, he will 

immediately begin the 
master’s of business 
administration at Avila in the 
spring of 1999. His parents 
can only come to one of bis 
graduations, and his master's 
is more important to him. 

Penrose made the decision to 
go into business after talking 
to his adviser and others, and 
he realized what an advantage 
it would be to have his liberal 
arts degree along with his 
master’s in business. 

Although Penrose was a team 
captain at Avila his first year, 
he has not played the last two 
seasons due to a knee injury. 
But he is back in full force for 
the coming season, he believes 
that new head coach Pat 
Phillips will have some good 
ideas for the team. 

Penrose has an older sister 
who works for the British 
government and lives in 
England. His father and 
stepmother live in Wales near 
the capital city of Cardiff. 



Features 



Rita Griffith’s One 
Moment In Time 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Rita Griffith has worked in 
various capacities at Avila 
College for six and a half years. 
During this time, she has also 
attended Avila. This May, she 
will graduate cum 
laude after six and a 
half strenuous and yet 
exhilarating years. 

Many full-time 

students take five years 
or so to graduate, and ^ 
Griffith, who had no 
prior college credit, has 5 
achieved something flSH 
she never thought she jJBXP 

Griffith was born 
during the Depression, 
and her father died two 
weeks before she was 
bom the youngest of 
six. 

Her mother never 
remarried and the 
family lived in public 
housing at the poverty 
level. She and her five 
brothers and sisters all 
graduated from the same 
private, Catholic high school 
her mother had gone to. 

After graduation, the kids had 
to get jobs and leave public 
housing. Their incomes were 
counted as part of the family 
income, and that would have 
made their mother unable to live 
in public housing. 

Griffith married shortly after 
graduation at the age of 18, and 
had six children of her own, 
three girls and three boys. 

After her children were grown, 
she divorced and moved to 
Kansas City to begin working at 
Avila College. 

Griffith remarried and began 
taking classes at Avila, which is 
part of her benefits for working 
here. 

“Ever since then, it’s been . 
kinda like I won the lottery,” 
Griffith said. “I can do anything 
I ever wanted because my 
family and husband totally 
support me. 

“I told Michael, my husband, 
that there are two songs I want 



played at my graduation party. 
The first is One Moment in 
Time by Whitney Houston, and 
the other is Because You Loved 
Me by Celine Dion. It!s because 
my family loved me that I have 
done this.” 

Griffith said she never thought 
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she would graduate, but she still 
encouraged her children to go 
to college and tried to instill in 
them the importance of 
education. 

And now, it has been her 
children’s turn to support her- 
and they have. 

Griffith started taking classes 
and she thought, “What am I 
doing? I can’t do this?” At first, 
she thought if she could just 
maintain an average grade she 
would be so proud. 

Now, after being named to 
Who's Who in American 
College Students, and 
membership to the honor 
societies of Delta Epsilon 
Sigma, Kappa Gamma Pi and 
the Psi Chi National Honor 
Society, she does not want a C. 

The biggest struggle for 
Griffith was her core classes. “I 
didn’t have any building blocks 
for science, math or a foreign 
language,” Griffith said. “These 
were the times that I relied on 
my family the most to support 
and encourage me.” 



And then, Griffith began to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel 
when her final semesters were 
upon her. “I took 15 hours this 
semester because it got to a 
point where I just needed to get 
done,” Griffith said. 

Griffith has enjoyed her time 

at Avila, and said that all 

the faculty has really 
supported her. “Dr. 
Cobum has been 
wonderful; and so has 
everyone,” Griffith said. 
1^®* Griffith will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology and a 
minor in gerontology, 
k Her next step will be to 

start at Johnson County 
I Community College in 

^ the fall with massage 

therapy studies. 

“I would like to do 
something for the elderly 
with relaxation or 
massage,” Griffith said. 

*4 “I would really like to be 

an advocate for the 
elderly and speak out for 
the abuses that many of 
jckey them won’t speak out 



Griffith said that she has never 
felt odd at Avila being a non- 
traditional student. 

“I have met and made many 
acquaintances throughout the 
years, both traditional and non- 
traditional,” Griffith said. 
“That’s been the best reward. I 
have gained wealth in 
friendship, and I have loved 
meeting everybody. I never 
found a line between non- 
traditional and traditional 
students; I’ve had just as much 
fun with both.” 

And those at Avila have had a 
wonderful time meeting Rita. 
The entire community is proud 
of her accomplishments and her 
drive, but most of all, everyone 
loves her for who she is. 

“When she walks across the 
stage to get that diploma,” 
Carolyn Coon, assistant dean 
for student affairs and personal 
friend of Griffith said, “I won’t 
even be able to stop the tears. 
She has worked so hard-I am so 
proud of her!” 



Child Arrest: A New Form of Discipline? 



by lisa McDaniel 

Contributing Writer 

A kindergartner in Pensacola, 
Fla. was arrested by police 
earlier this month on charges 
of assaulting a school 
counselor. 

Chaquita Doman, five, was 
driven by her parents to the 
Escambia County Jail, where 
she was booked, fingerprinted 
and questioned by juvenile 
authorities. 

Pensacola School officials 
said Chaquita had a history of 
“out of control” rages and that 
this incident caused more than 



two dozen scratches on the 
counselor’s arms. Officials said 
the arrest was a way for the 
child to get the problem taken 
care of. 

This was not an isolated case 
of child arrest. Last spring in the 
Tampa Bay area, police arrested 
three elementary school 
children who were having 
behavioral problems like that of 
Doman. 

However, at the Avila College 
Montessori School, views on 
the arresting of juveniles are 
different 

“The developmental level of a 
five-year-old does not 



comprehend the meaning of an 
arrest. They are only 
traumatized by the handcuffs 
and don’t really learn much 
from it” said Dr. Sue Ellen 
McCalley, Assistant Professor 
in Educational Psychology at 
Avila. “That (the arrest) is the 
least appropriate form of 
discipline for any child.” 

Problems usually start in the 
home, and the best way to 
handle them are to discuss them 
with the parents, Dr. McCalley 
said. 

The Avila Montessori School 
teachers have never felt the 
need to call in security or the 



police to handle difficult 
student/teacher or 

studentfstudent problems, said 
Carol Frevert, Director of 
Health and Child Services. 
Time-out is usually the only 
discipline act needed with 
these children. If any kinds of 
serious behavioral problems 
start to develop, parents are 
notified. 

“We set a length of time for 
behavioral improvements for 
the students,” said Frevert. 
“Only if a child continues to 
show unacceptable behavior, 
will the child be dismissed 
from the school." 



“Arresting a child doesn’t 
teach them how to handle 
problem situations or 
behavioral difficulties,” said 
Cammie Lattera, parent of a 
four-year-old student attending 
the Montessori School. “I can’t 
imagine watching Trenton (her 
son) being taken away by the 
police. There has to be a better 
answer.” 

Avila’s Montessori School 
manages 44 children daily, and 
about 20-25 students attend 
part-time. No spanking or 
corporal punishment of any 
kind is practiced at the 
Montessori School. 
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The Man Behind 
the Ministry 



International Student 
Spotlight: 

A Change of Heart 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Father Daniel Torson, CPPS, 
has served Avila College as 
director of campus ministry for 
five years. But how much do 
the students really know about 
the cheerful man they see at 
athletic and other campus 
events? 

“I know that Fr. Dan is 
probably the most caring 
campus minister I have ever 
met,” Carolyn Harris, mother 
of an Avila student, said. 
“When my husband died, he 
called our church to assist in 
the funeral because my 
daughter is an Avila student. 
He didn’t have to do that, and 
it meant a great deal to our 
family that he came to 
support us and represent 
Avila College.” 

Fr. Dan grew up in a small 
town in Nebraska, and never 
attended a Catholic school 
until he entered his Master’s 
program to join the 
priesthood. After graduating 
from the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln with a 
bachelor’s degree in music, he 
began teaching music at a 
junior high school. Fr. Dan 
knew that he wanted to get his 
master’s, and he had been 
accepted at Icatha College in 
New York for the music 
master’s program. But after 
thinking about it, Fr. Dan 
realized that was not the best 
course of action for him. 

Instead, he tried out for the 
United States Air Force Band, 
playing his saxophone. After 
two auditions, he was accepted. 
“I enlisted and went through 
basic training. I hated it!” Fr. 
Dan said with a smile. 

Fr. Dan ended up in Omaha at 
Offutt Air Force Base. He 
really enjoyed playing with the 
band, but after a bit, he realized 
that he didn’t want to do it for 
the rest of his life. 

Fr. Dan traveled the half hour 



to Nebraska City to celebrate 
his former pastor’s 25 years in 
the priesthood, who was a 
member of the Society of the 
Precious Blood. The 
celebration took place in the 
form of a pig roast, in a hut in 
the country. “It was there that I 
saw these priests and brothers 
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interacting and I realized, ‘Hey! 
These are real people! They are 
happy with their life and what 
they are doing. I could do 
this,”’ Fr. Dan said. 

As Fr. Dan realized that the 
priesthood was his true calling, 
he began to work to get out of 
the Air Force. He hoped to join 
the program that allowed 
members to join the National 
Guard and attend school. “My 
supervisor didn’t have to let me 
out, but he did,” Fr. Dan said. 
“He was a great man that was 
really for people.” 

Fr. Dan was released from the 
Air Force in August and five 
days later he was in Kansas 
City. He went to Rockhurst for 
one year for his pre-theology 
work, and then went to graduate 
school at St. John’s University 
and College in Minnesota, a 
Benedictine School. He holds a 
Master’s in Divinity, which is a 
professional degree, as well as a 



Master’s in Arts in Liturgical 
Services. Fr. Dan is also 
working on a Doctor of 
Ministry. 

After his ordination, Fr. Dan 
worked at a parish in Liberty 
for three years. It was there that 
he began to have some 
association with the campus 
ministry program at William 
Jewell College. “I only 
worked at the college a few 
hours a week, but I really 
enjoyed it,” Fr. Dan said. 

“I find the energy of college 
students very invigorating,” 
Fr. Dan said. He realized he 
would like to purse campus 
ministry, and that is when he 
came to Avila. 

“My goal in campus 
ministry is to establish a 
sense of connection and 
relationship with the 
students,” Fr. Dan said. “I 
meet with them wherever 
they are at-in their life 
journey and where they are 
on campus. Although 90 
percent of my conversations 
with students do not deal with 
religion, from my perspective 
everything has to do with faith.” 
And why does Fr. Dan enjoy 
working on the college level so 
much? “I really believe in 
college students and their 
journey,” Fr. Dan. 

‘The amount that Daniel has 
done for this campus is 
immeasurable,” George 
Chrisman, curator of Thronhill 
Gallery, said. 

“Fr. Dan is a tremendous 
contribution to the Avila 
College community,” President 
Larry Kramer said. “First, in 
developing an outstanding 
ministry program that is open to 
all people of all faiths. He has 
permitted students to grow in 
their faith and service to the 
Church. He doesn’t require 
people to go to his office; he 
makes himself available to all. 
He is blessed with many talents 
and is willing to share them 
through his ministry work.” 



Two Sides of Gambling 



by JASON BUCK 

Contributing Writer 

Many students on the Avila 
College campus spend their free 
time hanging out with friends, 
partying, or just relaxing. 

However, there is a new trend 
that is catching on, not only at 
Avila but also across the 
country. This trend is gambling. 

With riverboat casinos in 
Kansas City and other parts of 
the United States, gambling is 
becoming a new form of 
entertainment for many people. 

Students on Avila’s campus 
are no exception. Many 
conversations on campus are 
about going to “the boats,” how 
much was won or lost, and 



“When are we going back?” 

For most students, going to 
“the boats” is no problem 
because many are over the legal 
age of 21. For others, getting in 
the casinos is a problem. Or is 
it? Many underage students 
have gambled in casinos even 
though they are under the legal 
age, and security in the casinos 
is tough. 

Doug Harris, a 21 -year-old 
junior, says that some casinos 
make it tough to get in because 
they check your I.D. two or 
three times before a person is 
allowed on the boat 

However, other students feel 
differendy. “It’s real easy to gel 
on the boats with a fake IX).,” 
Kelly Hatfield, 21, said. 



“Friends of mine who are 
underage have gone to the 
boats and lost up to $50 in one 
night gambling. 

Even though Hatfield thinks 
being able to gamble as a minor 
is easy, he does not think it is a 
problem. “The security guards 
do spot checks on anyone who 
looks underage while they are 
gambling.” 

One under-age Avila student, 
a 20-year-old, won $60 and 
was served drinks alter using a 
friend’s I.D. to get in. They 
said, “The security guard asked 
me many questions about the 
I.D. I had, including address, 
zip code, and birth date.” They 
went on to say that although 
they almost got caught, they 



by GINNY GOEBEL 

Staff Writer 

Kaittisak Trawanich, know 
better as Diego, did not care 
for America when he first 
arrived. Luckily, things soon 
changed. 

Diego was raised 

in South Thailand 
and attended the 
University of 
Bangkok for five 
years before 
coming to 

America, When a 
friend of his 
returned from the 
United States, he 
shared with Diego 
all the great 
experiences be 
had while he had 
lived in Emporia, 

Kan. |H 1 

Diego planned 
to come to i 
America and I ■ 
study law. During 
his time in Bangkok, Diego 
studied business for one year 
and law for four. 

When Diego first came to 
America two years ago, he 
wondered if he had made the 
right decision. At first, Diego 
thought he would transfer after 
learning English, because 
Avila did not offer what he 
was looking for. 

But things began to change, 
and now Diego plans to remain 
at Avila. Now Diego likes 
America and Avila so much he 
plans to stay even after his visa 
expires in two years. 

“I met a lot of good friends, 
learned my way around this 
area, and have gotten to leant 
many cultures here at Avila,” 
Diego said. 

One big adjustment for Diego 
has been the difference in 
weather. In Thailand, the 
weather was very predictable. 

“We don't have to worry 
about watching for tornadoes ” 
he said, “it is always warm and 
has a little rain.” 

But despite his dislike of the 
climate, Diego has found a lot 



of advantages to America. For 
example, in Thailand no one 
ever buys a used car, but it is 
common in America. 

The cars are also cheaper 
here. It is six times as much to 
buy a car in Thailand. 

Diego got a chance to go 



could probably get into the 
casino again if they wanted to. 

Jason Neland, a 22 year-old 
Avila student, has never gone to 
the boats as a minor but he was 
allowed to gamble at the 
Woodlands Racetrack at the age 
of 17. “They never checked my 
I.D.,” he said. He also discussed 
a recent trip to Las Vegas in 
which an underage friend was 
allowed in a casino without 
having his I.D. checked. 

Gambling may be a good form 
of entertainment. However, if 
you feel that gambling is taking 
over your life or you feel you 
have a problem with gambling 
contact the Student Resource 
Center in lower Blasco Hall or 
call them at 942-8400 ext.. 
2266. 
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home last summer and visit his 
family. His sister and two 
brothers currently study at the 
University of Bangkok, and his 
mother and father still live in 
South Thailand. 

For the past six months Diego 
has been collecting spare 
change with the help of his 
friends. 

Diego took it to the bank to 
have it counted, and then 
donated the $103 to the Feed 
the Children Fund, 

When Diego is not hanging 
out with his friends or 
collecting money for the less 
fortunate, he keeps up on his 
studies. 

"I also like to listen to music 
and read the paper,” Diego 
said, “It takes me awhile 
because I haven’t learned 
enough about America yet,” 
Diego said. 

If there was one thing Diego 
wishes he could change it 
would be how people worry 
about money all the time. He 
says Americans worry about it 
too much, and it concerns him. 

PRO STAFF 

We fit your needs 
and your schedule 

For summer employment 
call one of our 7 
Kansas City area Locations 

1-800-938- WORK 

~ Project 

- Temp to Hire, and 

- Permanent placement 
opportunities 

- Administrative Assistant 

- General Office 

- Customer Service 

- Receptionist 

- Accounting Clerks 

-Data Entry 
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Feature! 



Mother-Daughter Duo 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

Avila College has a mother- 
daughter duo graduating in 
May. Susan Cammack will 
receive her master’s in business 
administration with a 
concentration in accounting. 
Gloria Unglesbee, her daughter, 
will receive her bachelor’s 
degree in natural science with a 
biology minor. 

“We didn’t plan it this way; it 
just happened! I was not 
supposed to graduate until May 
of ‘99, but then I dropped my 
education minor,” Unglesbee 
said. 

Both mother and daughter 
have worked hard at Avila. 
Cammack teaches three classes 
in business and mathematics at 
Johnson County Community 
College and tutors 15 hours in 
accounting. 

Unglesbee works three jobs in 
addition to her studies. Her 
main job is at Bruce Smith 
Drugs at College and Antioch. 
As a pharmacy technician she 
has worked there for three years 
and works about 17 hours per 
week. 

Unglesbee also works two jobs 
on campus. She works four to 
10 hours in the biology lab as a 
work-study student, and as an 
Upward Bound tutor on 
Thursday evenings. 



Unglesbee transferred to Avila 
after two years. Her first year 
she went to Luther College in 
Iowa, and then to Johnson 
County Community College. 
This will be her fourth and final 
semester at Avila. Unglesbee 
said she loves children and 
nature, and she would love to 
work as a naturalist and 
combine the two. She would go 
to schools and talk about nature 
and science and perform 
various other tasks. 

Cammack was recently 
accepted to the University of 
Missouri-Columbia in a Ph.D. 
program. She had the choice of 
going to Boston, Michigan 
State, Northwestern or MU, and 
she chose to be close to home. 

Eventually, Cammack plans to 
teach and write about her 
chosen field. “I really love 
numbers!” Cammack said. 

“She’s kind of a nerd; she’s 
taking Calc and she loves it,” 
Unglesbee said. 

Unglesbee plans to eventually 
go to graduate school but not 
right away. “Right now, I just 
need a break and to relax. I’ve 
been getting really burned out,” 
Unglesbee said. 

“Last year, Mom and I had 
class on the same night. So, 
every Thursday night we would 
go eat at Denny’s and then go to 
class; our classrooms were right 
across from each other!” 



Emergency Crime Prevention 



by KELLY N1EM1EC 
Contributing Writer 

Every year at least 75 percent 
of campus crimes including 
rape, theft, and aggravated 
assault arc failed to b reported 
by college universities, said 
Robyn Gearcy of the New 
Republic. 

Even with statistics such as 
lliesc, “campus security is 
usually secondary in the minds 
to many students on college and 
university campuses, “said Judy 
Sutton, a reporter for the 
American School and 
University magazine. 

“Common forms of security 
measures used by schools 
include foot and car patrols and 
community involvement. 
However some schools have 
been using better measures such 
as safety seminars, self - 
defense demonstrations, and 
call boxes, “ Sutton said. 

At universities such as 
University of Missouri at 
Kansas City (UMKC), the 
security department provides 
not only schools supported by 
federal funds, arc responsible 
for publishing and distributing 
annual campus crime reports. 
This act aided UMKC’s and 
other universities’ active 
prevention of crime towards 
students. 

When it comes to emergency 
crime prevention or reactive 
crime prevention, UMKC 
provides students with 
emergency phones all over its 
campus and elevators. At night 
blue strobe lights are activated 



to lead students to each of the 
phones on campus. Each 
campus phone will 
automatically dial the police 
department, identify the 
location of the call and initiate a 
response time of less then two 
minutes. 

Active crime prevention, 
education programs, workshops 
and SAFEWALK volunteers 
for students who walk alone at 
night, also are provided by 
UMKC. “With these systems 
students seem to have a better 
sense of security and safety,” 
said Chief Jerry Garret of the 
UMKC police department. 

The kind of security provided 
here at Avila is more, “cost 
effective,” said Avila’s 
assistant dean of student affairs, 
Carolyn Coon. Avila has a 
contract with Jackson County 
Mo., providing the entire 
campus with two foot 
patrolmen during evening 
classes from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

“There are business cards that 
we hand out to evening classes 
with the foot patrolmen’s pager 
numbers in case of an 
emergency. Students can reach 
these men by finding a campus 
phone inside the school,” Coon 
said. 

An Avila student dial attends 
both day and evening classes, 
Lisa McDaniel, does not feel 
that having two footmen on 
campus is enough security. “I 
do not always feel safe on 
campus, especially at night. I 
didn’t even know that we had 
patrolmen.” 



Antoniello Lauds Psychology Department for 
Developing her Mental-Health Treatment Skills 



by KEVIN LUJ1N 

Alumni Writer 

Brandie Antoniello, a group 
living counselor at Excelsior 
Youth Center in Denver, Colo., 
lias used her Avila education to 
help abused and neglected 
children adjust and handle llic 
rigors of day-to-day life. 

Prior to moving to Colorado 
and enrolling at Avila, 
Antoniello considered two 
other schools for her 
undergraduate education: 
Rockhurst and the University 
of Missouri- Saint Louis. 

She chose Avila for two 
reasons. Her years at Saint 
Theresa’s High School in 
Kansas City had 
familiarized her with i 
Avila, formerly known 
as Saint Theresa’s I 
College. “It was the 
college off of my high 
school,” Antoniello said. ||| 

“I knew other people 
from my high school 
who went there.” 

Also, Antoniello hoped 
to play volleyball at 
college. “It was between 

them (Avila) and i 

Rockhurst and I chose 
Avila,” Antoniello said EjjjjjZj 
of the offers made to her 
out of high school. 

While at Avila, 
Antoniello worked at 
World’s of Fun and was 
a member of Psy Chi, the 
Psychology Honor Society. 
She also served on the 
Captain’s Council as part of 
her duties of being selected 
captain of Avila’s volleyball 
team. 

All of her work resulted in a 
bachelor of arts degree in 
psychology in May of 1995. 
Some of her awards included 
frequent membership in the 
Dean’s List and receiving the 
First Team All Conference 
honor for her volleyball play 
during her senior year. 

Following graduation, 
Antoniello worked- as a 
Manager Trainee . for 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car. She 
supervised daily operations. 
However, she soon learned the 
job was not for her. 

“I didn’ t think that was what I 
wanted to do.” Antoniello said. 

She then went to work at the 
Spofford Home for Children as 
a Child-Care Worker. After 
several months at Spofford, 
Antoniello had experienced the 
rigors and excitement of 
helping others improve their 
mental well-being. 



“If I’m really in trouble or 
outside and away from a phone, 
a true emergency may not give 
me enough time to look for a 
phone, remember a pager 
number and wait for a call 
back. Response lime would be 
too slow, McDaniel Said.” 
UMKC’s Garret said that, “a 
lot of schools do not have 
security systems, especially the 



Antoniello felt it was time to 
move on, though. “I wanted to 
do something different and 
move out of state,” Antoniello 
said. 

She moved to Denver and 
applied for positions 
throughout the mental health 
field. After some thought, she 
accepted a position at the 
Excelsior Youth Home. “I 
enjoy it very much,” 
Antoniello said of her job. “I 
enjoy working with my kids 
and co-workers.” 

Antoniello said her senior 
thesis and practicum helped 
her in her transition from 
student to mental-health 
worker. 



education) doesn’t totally 
prepare you, but it does give 
you an idea of what to expect." 

Some positive aspects of 
receiving her education at 
Avila were the small size of the 
school and the flexibility and 
accessibility of teaejiers and 
administrators. 

“ (In the) small classes, you 
could interact with professors 
who knew who you were,” 
Antoniello said. “People there 
worked with you when needed. 
The psychology department 
and administrators were 
friendly.” 

However, Antoniello did feel 
that offering classes which 
focused on particular 
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“My thesis topic was gender 
play between boys and girls,” 
Antoniello said. She was able 
to observe and formulate 
conclusions for the first time 
using the theories and 

diagnosis she first learned in 
such classes as Human Growth 
and Development and 

Abnormal Psychology. 

Her practicum was at 
Network Rehabilitation 
Services, a home for troubled 
adults. She helped with some 
of the chores and interacted 
with the clients. “There were 
some similarities (between 
Network and Excelsior).” 

The practicum helped 
Antoniello because she had to 
learn how to communicate and 
reach troubled individuals for 
the first time. “I dealt with 
mentally challenged people,” 
Antoniello said. “That helped 
me to listen as opposed to 
getting scared off...” 

In comparing what she has 
learned since graduation to her 
years at Avila, Antoniello said, 
“You learn more on the job 
than you do at school. It (your 



small and private schools. ” 
Coon said said she docs not 
feel it is a disservice to our 
school by only providing a 
small amount of security. 
“Beyond using common sense, 
like locking car doors, not 
leaving purses on car seats etc., 
we have not had many 
problems. If there were more 
problems, I would be more 



psychological theories in detail 
would have been more helpful 
than the sometime superficial 
review she received. 

“Classes, such as Cognitive 
Psychology, that focused on a 
single discipline have helped 
me more than some of the brief 
overview I got in my other 
classes.” 

Antoniello recommended that 
current psychology students 
have a practicum in the field of 
their interest. “Practicums 
should be required because 
they force you to get out and 
experience (your profession).” 
Also, she encouraged students 
to take an active role in their 
education. “Learn as much as 
you can and ask a lot of 
questions,” Antoniello said. 
“Get into what you’re doing if 
you enjoy it. 

“I don’t regret going there,” 
Antoniello said of choosing 
Avila over Rockhurst and the 
University of Missouri- Saint 
Louis. 

With a laugh, she concluded, 
“I’m proud to be called an 
Avilian.” 



concerned.” 

Coon staled that long-term 
goals to better protect Avila 
students could include blue 
light security phones, security 
cameras and different uniforms 
for the foot patrol men. 
“However, the best advice is to 
protect yourself by being 
aware of your surroundings,” 
Coon said. 
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Feiereisel credits Avila 



by KEVIN LUJIN 

Alumni Writer 

Mike Feiereisel has what 
nearly every political science 
or pre-law major covets: a job 
as an assistant to a nationally 
renowned law pioneer in 
Washington D.C. 

Feiereisel, a 1996 Avila 
graduate, expressed his views 
on his Avila education and his 
job as an assistant to Ralph 
Nader at the Center for Study 
of Responsive Law during an 
interview. 

Prior to attending Avila, 
Feiereisel considered enrolling 
at the University of Tennessee, 
the University of North 
Carolina- Chapel Hill, and 
Florida State University. 

He chose Avila for two 



active in campus organizations 
and clubs. In addition to playing 
basketball, Feiereisel worked at 
Avila’s library and fieldhouse, 
served as a student senator, and 
competed in Avila’s Mock Trial 
competition. 

Feiereisel, a four-year letterman 
in basketball, was a frequent 
Dean’s List honoree and a 
Scholarship Sponsor’s recipient. 
All of his work culminated in a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Political Science in May of 1996. 

Feiereisel worked with Gina 
Frigault and Lisa Galbreath, two 
of Avila’s Career Placement 
counselors, in compiling and 
editing his resume. Theis 
informed Feiereisel of the 
opening at the Center for Study 
of Responsive Law and he 
applied. 



s 




reasons. First, by attending 
school in Kansas City, he 
would be able to develop and 
mature in a different 
environment than his home in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

Second, Feiereisel came to 
Avila to pursue his dream of 
playing college basketball. 

“Both my dad and uncle 
played basketball at DePaul 
and I didn’t want to look back 
20 years and regret it (not 
playing),” Feiereisel said. 

Feiereisel enrolled as an 
undeclared major. He chose 
Business as his major as a 
sophomore. The presence and 
influence of a newcomer to 
Avila’s faculty caused 
Feiereisel to reevaluate his 
decision. 

“Jay Theis arrived after my 
sophomore year,” Feiereisel 
said. “My political awareness 
increased, and he talked to me 
about switching (majors). I 
started really considering law 
school and knew political 
science was a popular avenue.” 
Feiereisel said three 
instructors helped him develop 
his writing and analytical 
skills: Theis, Dr. Jane 
Adelsburger, and Judge 
Anthony Romano. 

It was Theis, though, that 
remained the dominant 
influence on Feiereisel’ s major 
and career path. 

“Jay and I were friends,” 
Feiereisel said. “He lent me a 
lot of career advice. His 
guidance and friendship helped 
prepare me for the business 
world.” 

While working diligently at 
academics, Feiereisel was 



photo contributed by Kevin Lujin 

After receiving an offer from the 
non-profit organization, 

Feiereisel was elated. “I had no 
real world experience and I was 
happy to be employed out of 
college,” Feiereisel said. 

Working for Nader during the 
last two years has been a 
learning experience for 
Feiereisel. Much of his time has 
been spent assembling and 
coordinating Nader’s hectic 
schedule and accompanying him 
on trips throughout the country. 

“If you’ve seen it. I’ve helped 
him with it,” Feiereisel said of 
his role in assisting Nader in his 
work. “I learn from the way he 
handles things and how he 
talks.” 

One conversation between 
Nader and two strangers made a 
profound impression on 
Feiereisel. 

“He (Nader) was speaking to 
two individuals on an elevator in 
Atlanta. They asked him ‘How 
have you worked in Washington, 
D.C. for 40 years and not 
succumbed to the temptation and 
pressures?’. Ralph responded ‘I 
live within myself.’” 

“It’s not something that’s for 
everyone,” Feiereisel said of 
Nader’s philosophy. “At the 
same time, he doesn’t depend on 
other people to give him 
confidence or direction. I think 
that’s how he’s been so 
successful. I try to get my drive 
from within.” 

Feiereisel will be enrolling at 
the University of Maryland Law 
School and aspires to apply his 
degree in the courtroom. 

“I really want to practice law in 
the traditional sense,” Feiereisel 



Design Students 
Experience Real World 



said. “I would like (to be) an 
Oral Advocate in the courtroom 
or perhaps work for a DA 
(District Attorney).” 

He said Avila’s contribution to 
his success has been 
significant. The personal 
attention from his teachers, 
formation of life-long 
friendships, and the broadening 
of his horizons have all played 
vital roles in the evolution of 
his career path. 

“I could go to my teachers and 
they wouldn’t think of you as a 
number,” Feiereisel said. “A lot 
of my friends (at larger 
universities) ran into that 
problem.” 

“I enjoyed my time a lot,” 
Feiereisel said of the years 
spent with his peers at Avila. “I 
made the best friends I’ve had 
and will have during my entire 
life.” 

“My time there (at Avila) 
opened me up to many different 
viewpoints,” Feiereisel said. “I 
grew more at Avila than most 
people do at their colleges and 
universities.” 

The last two years have 
allowed Feiereisel time to gain 
some perspective on his 
education at Avila. He feels 
that Avila has many good 
points, in addition to a few 
areas that could use 
improvement. 

“I’d say it was good in some 
areas with demanding teachers 
who set high expectations and 
weak in others where teachers 
were past the point of caring 
and rested on their laurels,” 
Feiereisel said. 

One program he thought 
would be helpful would be the 
development of an internship 
program. 

“If they (Avila’s academic 
departments and Career 
Placement) could help the 
students set up internships and 
advertise such a service, it 
would help (with the transition 
from school to work),” 
Feiereisel said. 

“I realize how important it 
(work-place experience) can 
be,” Feiereisel said. “More 
corporate recruiters and public- 
interest recruiters on campus 
would be helpful (in aiding 
students).” 

Overall, though, Feiereisel is 
happy he chose Avila. 

“I am even more pleased with 
the time spent there and the 
influence basketball had on me 
and the opportunities it 
presented to me (than when I 
left).” 

To current Avila students, he 
offered some sage advice. 

“Write as much as you can 
and increase your social 
awareness and conscience,” 
Feiereisel said. “Read anything 
you can get your hands on and 
listen to those who have 
experience. I work with 
someone who’s the most 
famous and successful 
advocate the country’s known. 
I learn so much just listening 
every day.” 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

The graphic design class, 
Material & Methods, a 300 level 
course, is working on a project 
that will not only teach them, 
but enables them to join in the 
fight against Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 

Susan Lawlor, coordinator of 
the art program, was 
approached last year by Design 
Industries Foundation Fighting 
AIDS (DIFFA) about designing 
a table for their fundraiser. 
Although it was too late last 
year to incorporate this into a 
project for her class, Lawlor 
made a mental note of the call 
for this year. 

The tables are for a black-tie 
evening of dinner and dancing 
in late May. There are around 
40-50 tables, and distinguished 
guests purchase plates. The 
Materials & Methods class, 
made up of nine people, will be 
designing one of these tables. 
The class focuses on 
conceptualization. “Other 
people that will have tables are 
Ralph Lauren, The Pottery Bar, 
Lee, and many design and 
architecural firms,” Lawlor 
said. 

Lawlor told the class that this 
was their project; it was totally 
up to them to come up with a 
schedule, conceptualize and 
create the project, set it up and 
tear it down. 



The class first brainstormed a 
list of 75-100 words to come up 
with a theme for their table. 
Some initial thoughts were 
“dreams, insects, mental, 
education, senses and music." 
From this point, the class 
decided upon the theme of 
reflections and broke into 
groups to again brainstorm. 

Throughout the process, the 
idea of “Reflections” evolved 
into “Fire & Ice.” The class will 
be constructing an ice and fire 
display, with plexiglass cubes 
of “ice.” Chiffon dyed in colors 
of red, orange and yellow will 
be wound through the “cubes,” 
with fans and lights snaked 
throughout the give the illusion 
that the fire is indeed moving 
throughout the ice. 

Lawlor and the class are very 
excited about the project. “This 
is a very good group of 
students; they are very talented 
and motivated,” Lawlor said. 
Lawlor also hopes the display 
can be set up next year for the 
campus to see. 

The event will take place at the 
end of May-after grades come 
out. Lawlor said that she trusts 
these students to finish and 
follow through, “But,” she adds 
with a grin, “I have them all in 
class next fall.” 

Lawlor adds that this process 
of conceptualization and group 
work will aid the students 
throughout the remainder of 
their lives. 



Avila’s Peer Ministers 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

The peer ministry team is 
comprised of eight members 
that work to help integrate 
campus ministry at Avila. The 
1997-98 peer ministers were 
Katie Wilkerson, Chris 
Gleeson, Bill Gleeson, Laura 
Vorhies, Maggie Nelson, Fran 
Bentzen, Jamie Schmidt and 
Joan McFarland. 

In order to become a peer 
minister, candidates fill out an 
application and turn it into 
Father Daniel Torson, CPPS, 
director of Campus Ministry. 
Fr. Dan then makes his 
selection by thinking about and 
talking to the applicant. 

“Campus Ministers are 
willing to make a stronger 
commitment,” Fr. Dan said. “It 
is someone who is looking for a 
faith journey, but they do not 
have to be Catholic. All we ask 
for is an openness to 
participate. We like for our 
campus ministers to be well- 
rounded and involved in other 
activities, although that can be 
very hard on scheduling.” 

Peer Ministers become 
prepared for their tasks through 
training that takes place for 
four days before school starts. 
The group also meets regularly 
throughout the year. 

The main focus of the peer 



ministry team is to participate 
in the planning, leadership and 
to help lead liturgical life at 
Avila College. The Peer 
Ministers worked on two large 
service projects this year. 

The first was preparing and 
leading a retreat for Notre 
Dame de Sion High School. 
The group led the entire retreat, 
which lasted for a day. 

The second project was 
leading a prayer service for SL 
Peter’s Confirmation Retreat. 
Fr. Dan said the group worked 
to ensure that they would do 
one large service project per 
semester, and he is very happy 
with the experiences that the 
group had. 

The campus ministers help to 
plan the Wednesday Prayer 
service and preside at these. As 
well, the team helped to plan 
the memorial service for junior 
Ray Nastase. 

“What makes Avila’s campus 
ministry program unique is I 
really work to train peer 
ministers in leadership,” Fr. 
Dan said. 

The peer ministers for the 
1998-99 school year are still in 
the process of being decided. 
Fr. Dan stated that although he 
has until May 15 to decide, he 
will try very hard to do so 
before that time. 
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Mexico iinimmra 




bv KARI DONNELL 

Staff Writer 

Their efforts began in January, 
and through a showing in 
Whitfield Center this week, it 
all came together. Four months 
ago a group of 14 students, 
accompanied by Ben Meade 
and Father Dan Torson, 
journeyed 20 hours in rickety 
vans to a country unbeknownst 
to many. With several vague 
ideas and scattered fears the 
team traveled with one goal in 
mind; to provide shelter for a 
family less fortunate than 
anyone they had ever come in 
contact with. 

Mexico: On Location, was a 
class offered to Avila students 
last semester. The idea behind 
the study was to build a house, 
with an organization by the 
name of Casas por Cristo in El 
Paso, for a poor Mexican family 
and shoot a documentary in the 
process. 

Both communication and 
sociology majors participated in 
manual labor as well as the 
actual making of tire 14 minute 
film. 



On Wednesday, students, 
staff, and faculty gathered for 
the first official viewing of the 
student-made masterpiece. 
‘The film gives the school a 
chance to look at what we did 
in Mexico and show them what 
is really going on there,” Seth 
Boyer said. 

Although this was the first 
time that the trip was offered 
for class credit, it will not be 
the last. Next year a similar 
adventure will be offered, but 
this time as a Level III credit. 
The class is an interdisciplinary 
study in communication and 
political science. “We will still 
build a house, but will really 
concentrate on the social and 
economic impact of NAFTA 
and how it affects a typical 
factory worker,” Ben Meade 
said. 

The students agree that overall 
the trip was an experience of a 
lifetime. Through their 
documentive efforts they were 
not only able to increase 
awareness and spark interest in 
the Casas por Cristo 
organization, but hold on to a 
cherished memory forever. 



Rohypnol: The “New” 
Date-Rape Drug 



by KRISTI CLOREand 
THERESE COX 

Contributing Writers 

Dancing with danger? Now 
there is a new risk for college 
students to worry about at 
parties or bars. The newest risk 
and worry is the drug 
Rohypnol, known as “roofies” 
or the “date-rape drug.” 
According to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, 
2,000 seizures of the drug have 
been made in 32 states and in 
Puerto Rico. In Texas alone 
there were 500 seizures. 

“Roofies” has a very scary 
effect, some experience 
fearlessness and aggressiveness 
while others experience 
blackout, with complete loss of 
memory. That is why it is also 
known as the “dale-rape drug.” 
Cases involving women who 
have been knocked out by 
roofies that have been slipped 
into their drink and then 
sexually assaulted are usually 
difficult to prosecute, since the 
women cannot usually 
remember any details of the 
crime. But sometimes the 
prosecution get lucky, as it did 
in the case of Mark Perez, a 
satellite dish installer from 
Pembroke Pines, Fla. Perez 
could not resist bragging to his 
friends that he had drugged and 
raped a dozen women, most of 
whom he had picked up in bars. 
He pleaded no contest to one 
count of sexually battering a 
helpless individual, and* 
received an eight year prison 
sentence. 

Individuals that are at a high 
risk of coming in contact with 
this “date-rape drug” are 



college students who frequently 
attend parties and bars. Many 
college students are very 
ousting and take drinks from 
individuals they do not know. 
This is when the crime begins. 

Some Avila College students 
were asked if they feel that 
there is a problem with this 
chug at any parties or bars they 
had been to, and the common 
answer was no. The students 
believed when they went to area 
bars they were at a higher risk 
than when going to a friend’s 
party. Students felt safer at a 
party where they knew 
everyone. 

“I don’t really feel that there is 
a risk here at Avila, but it may 
be a problem on the social 
scene,” junior Kelly Hatfield 
said. 

“It is very scary to hear about 
the crimes that some people 
will commit just to get 
affection. I don’t think that 
people realize what exactly they 
are doing when they use these 
drags on other people. The 
long-term effects could be very 
tragic. I just hope that Avila 
students are watching their 
surroundings very carefully,” 
sophomore Kelly Van Reissen 
said. 

This new drug causes great 
concern for many, but 
especially for nurse Carol 
Frevert, Director of Health and 
Child Services at Avila. “It is 
one of the most dangerous 
things that is happening with 
dating or when going to parties 
where you might not know 
everybody there,” Frevert said. 
“Unfortunately, it could happen 
anywhere.” 



Credit Card Problems for Students 



by KEVIN BLACKMORE 

Contributing Writer 

Credit reference problems are 
creeping up on college 
graduates who 
were issued credit 
cards during their 
college years. It 
seems that many 
financial 
institutions arc 
giving students too 
much 
responsibility too 
soon. Students are 
being issued credit 
cards with no 
verifiable 
employment or 
credit history. While some 
students are able to handle the 
responsibility, others do not 
take it very seriously until it is 
too late. Are most college 
students in credit card debt? Are 
credit cards easily obtained by 
college students? 

According to Marvin Tuggle, 
service manager for Beneficial 
Financial Services, college 
students frequently call his 
office requesting to consolidate 
credit card and other debt. 
“Most of the time I cannot help 
them because they do not 
qualify. I find it disturbing that 



these kids obtain credit cards 
without any type of income,” 
Tuggle said. Tuggles also said 
students do not have to be 
gainfully employed and have a 
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good credit 
history to obtain credit cards, 
but they do have to have these 
things to consolidate their bills. 

For the most part, Avila 
College students seem to agree 
with Tuggel regarding the ease 
in which students can obtain 
credit cards. Momo 
Yamamuro, a communication 
major at Avila, said she 
believes credit cards are too 
easily accessible to college 
students. She also said that she 
is a just a sophomore, and 
already has a Mastercard and a 
Visa. “I’m not in credit card 



debt. I rarely use my cards and 
my parents pay the bills,” 
Yamamuro said. 

Crystal Williams, financial aid 
specialist at Avila, said that she 
is a former student who 
found herself in credit card 
debt after graduation. 
Williams said that many 
banks give credit cards to 
college students regardless 
of whether they have 
proven to be responsible or 
not. Williams also said she 
was a college student with 
limited funds that became 
overwhelmed by credit 
cards. “You start charging 
things because you want the 
Stuckey clothes, and before you 
know it, you are in more and 
more debt,” Williams said. 

Many students can relate to 
the credit card nightmare, 
receiving credit cards in the 
mail and going on shopping 
sprees. 

Soon, the reality sinks in, the 
bills start coming in, and the 
phones will not stop ringing. 
Before long, letters are 
forwarded to dorm addresses 
demanding payment in full. 
Without jobs, most students 
call their parents and hope they 
can help them wake up from 
the credit card nightmare. 



COLLEGE STUDENT 
NEEDED! 

To provide child care 
and housekeeping tasks 
in Leawood. Significant 
transportation involved; 
must have reliable 
vehicle. 

Hours negotiable; $8 / hr. 
Call 451-0415. 



Take Part in A World Class 

Travel Seminar this Summer 
People to People International, in affiliation 
with the University of Missouri-Kansas City, 
presents a series of field-specific courses which 
are designed to offer collegians & professionals 
personal interaction with European officials in 
prominent organizations. 

2 to 5 week travel seminars 
2 to 6 credit hours 

Interested non-students also welcome 

- Childbirth in Three Cultures: 
London-Paris-Amsterdam 

- Comparative Education: 
London-Paris-Munich 

- International Business & Economics: 
London-Paris-Munich- Prague 

- International Relations: 
London-Paris-Munich-Prague 

- Literature: 

London & Dublin 

- Early Childhood Education: 
Vienna-Budapest-Prague 

- Italy Past and Present: 

Florence- V enice- Rome 

- Health Care & Social Services: 
Stockholm & Helsinki 



Also, ask about our internship 
program, which arranges placements 
in II international cities. 

People to People 



Collegiate and Professional 
Studies 

501 E. Armour Blvd. 

Kansas City, MO 64109 

(816)531-4701 
home page: http//www.ptpi.org/studyabroad/ 



The Talon would like to 
take this opportunity to 
say "Thank You" to all 
writers, editors, 
photographers, and 
production staff. 

/■v 

As well, a special thanks 
to all who suggested 
story ideas to the staff; 
without your input, we 
would not have known 
about many things. 

Thanks to the readers 
who picked up The 
Talon , and especially 
those who were moved 
to write a "Letter to the 
Editor." 

Avila's input and support 
is much appreciated!! 





Spring Fling 
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Jesse Nichols and Mindy Corder staff the 
"Penny-War" table to benefit the Residence Hall 
Association. 



Students, faculty and staff help 
themselves at the Student 
Appreciation lunch. 



"READY, SET, PEDAL!" at the Big Wheel Races around 
the Quad. 



Students relax playing volleyball in the Quad during the 
lunch hour. 



Layout and Design by Laura 
K. Harris & Jessica Brice. 



Photos by Brian Stuckey 
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Randolph named head 
coach, women’s soccer 



Blake Fry arrives 



Adams wins award 



New Faculty 



Volleyball 



Women’s Soccer 



Men’s Soccer 



Buried Child 



Ladies Basketball 



Medea 



Ray Nastase was killed 



Harmony Week 
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Pankey Smashes 
Record 



Assassins 
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Sister Ann named to 
Athletic Hall of Fame 



Homecoming 



Dave Melton leaves 



You Can ’t Take It with You 
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Samantha Wyer-Erbe 
leaves 



Sister Mary 
McGlone leaves 



Ray Matta leaves 



Alba Sierra-Perez 
wins award 
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Conference Champs 



by KAKI DONNELL 



from her own teammates, as 
Avila holds the top five spots. 

Keri Shoff is doing her part to 
assist the already loaded squad 
by leading the conference in hits 
(58) and stolen bases (27). Her 
margin is far from minimal, 
however, as her closest opposi- 
tion is 12 hits away. 

Offense is not the only weapon 
in Avila’s arsenal as Jaime Han- 
nemon has gunned down her 
fair share of opponents. Han- 
nemon was 3-0 in her last games 
and managed to give up zero 
earned runs. 

A landmark of defensive 
efforts was also put in the books 
Tuesday, as senior Ginny 
McCarty geared up behind the 
plate. In all of her seasons at 
Avila, she has played every field 
position available and has been 
quite successful. 

The team hopes to continue 
their winning ways as the sea- 
son quickly winds down. 
“Before the season began I 
would have expected us to win 
three-fourths of our games,” 
Coach Gault said. “I am com- 
pletely confident, however, in 
the team’s success in conference 
play-offs.” 



Contributing Writer 



The first conference title may 
already be under their belts, but 
Avila’s softball team is aiming 
for loftier goals. After winning 
two games against York Col- 
lege Tuesday 10-2, 7-0 the 
Lady Eagles improved their 
conference record to 9-1 and 
became the outright conference 
champs. 

Currently ranked fourth in 
(heir region, this year’s squad is 
looking to sweep past the con- 
ference tourney and move 
towards the regional champi- 
onship. Kansas Newman Col- 
lege, in Wichita, is the sight for 
the conference finals on May 1- 



With tiie conglomeration of 
talent contributing to this team, 
it is easy to understand their 
success. 

Catcher Julie Turner was 
recently voted Midland Colle- 
giate Athletic Conference 
(MCAC.) Player of the Week 
and currently leads the confer- 
ence with 27 RBls. 

However, the other competi- 
tion in this category comes 



Men’s Volleyball at Avila? 



by BRIAN STUCKEY 



them.” 

Men’s volleyball is getting a 
head start on the other pro- 
grams, however. The head start 
is due to student interest led by 
sophomore Mike Muller. 

Muller and the Lady Eagles 
volleyball coach Joyce Stokes 
arranged a tryout session to 
determine the amount of inter- 
est and talent at Avila. Stokes 
supervised the session held on 
April 16. 

Fourteen 

p to look p * a y e r s 
e lu iuoK altended> 

ts, at the tw h ° of 

whom were 
, and prospective 

students for 

i ones are next fan. 

Muller 
said that 
-Tom Lease with the 

current 

known interest there should be 
eight to 10 students with 
enough experience and knowl- 
edge to play on the college 
level. Two or three of those are 
prospective freshmen for fall 
1998. 

Muller has written a formal 
proposal for the implementa- 



tion of the volleyball program 
to submit to the administration. 
He said that the purpose behind 
getting started now was to 
“prove to the administration 
that there is enough interest 
across campus in both players 
and supporters to increase 
enrollment and increase student 
participation in campus activi- 
ties.” 

The process of getting a varsi- 
ty team started takes time, but it 
seems likely that there will be a 
club team started next year with 
possible exhibition games 
against area schools. 

Dean of student affairs Tom 
Lease said, “We have to look at 
all sports at the same time and 
pick which ones arc best.” Next 
year they could probably be 
playing on a club level, with 
exhibition games against 
schools like Park College, but 
not in varsity competition.” 

Stokes and Muller have set 
another time for those students 
who are interested to get 
together. The time and place of 
this next information meeting 
will soon be announced. Look 
for information postings on 
campus. 



Managing Editor 



Could Avila soon be the home 
of a men’s Eagles volleyball 
team? The possibilities look 
good. 

Men’s volleyball is one of the 
sports being considered by the 
school to expand Avila’s athlet- 
ic department. 

One of the objectives of the 
strategic plan that has been 

developed 

over the past vi/p U 

year is to VVC 11 

“increase at St 

enrollment t 

through new Same tit 
and enhanced 

athletic and pick wh 

co-curricular , 
programs. If DCSt 
the plan is 

passed by the 

board, a task force will be 
developed to look at the choic- 
es of athletic and co-curricular 
programs and decide which are 
best for Avila. 

“There are a lot of programs 
that will be considered,” athlet- 
ic director Michael Crozier 
said. “Volleyball is just one of 



Top: The Lady Eagles step up to the plate. 

Bottom: Eagles pitcher leans into a powerful throw. 
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Russell “Do Right' 



July, he will take I' | ’. 

Llie Oiticer Can- 

didate Test. 

Russell’s dream 
to he a jet pilot 
goes back to his 

grade school | 

days. He attend- 
ed the air show Wf 

every year, and I 
in fifth grade, he l 

wrote a report on \ 

the Blue Angels. \ 

He did so well on 
the report that 

the navy officers 1 

came to school 
and did a presentation about the 
flying team, and he was a VIP 
special guest at that year’s air 
show. Russell says that since 
then the career path for him has 
been clear; Air Force all the 
way. 

Russell has also loved base- 
ball since he was in first grade, 
when he began playing on an 
organized team. “I love ball 
because I can be outside and 
keep in shape,” Russell said. 
Russell played ball at St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-In-Chief 



in 

land 

and 

* \ starting 

v pitcher 

there 
well. 

was pretty 

S. / good at 

'y' hitting too, 

1 and I’ve 

I missed it at 

f Avila since 

| / our pitch- 

ers don’t 

-■ hit,” Rus- 

photo by Brian Stuckey se jj ^ 

“I always liked catching for 
Sean. He always had a calm, 
cool demeanor, never got upset, 
and didn’t throw balls into the 
dirt,” junior Steve Tucker said. 

Russell collects motivational 
sayings, and there is a special 
one he lives by. Lou Holtz, for- 
mer Notre Dame football 
coach, did a motivational video 
that Russell believes everyone 
should see. The title, as well as 
Russell’s personal mantra? 



“There was this 13 year old 
boy at my internship and he was 
dying to have an Avila baseball 
cap. So, he had been begging 
me for weeks and one day I 
finally bring it to him. He was 
so excited; he jumped up and 
down, hugged me and made me 
sign (lie cap and put my num- 
ber, 22, on it” senior baseball 
pitcher Sean Russell said. 

Russell, a sociology major, is 
fulfilling his internship require- 
ments at Ozanam Home for 
Boys. “1 play with them, and 
I’m there for someone to talk to 
when they can’t or don’t want 
to talk to other members of the 
staff,” Russell explained, “It’s 
nice to have these kids look up 
to me.” 

As well as being a starting var- 
sity pitcher for four years, Rus- 
sell lias been on the Dean’s List 
for three years and is a member 
of the Avila College Singers. 
Russell says that after gradua- 
tion, he plans to go into the 
United States Air Force. In 



The Eagles show both their offensive and defensive 
faces on the field. 
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Baseball at its prime 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 



conference. Game one had a 
rain delay, and Newman tied 
the score in the top of the sev- 
enth inning, forcing the game 
into extra innings. The Eagles 
remained calm and beat New- 
man after two additional 
innings. The second game was 
challenging to die players on 
several levels; the rain delay 
had forced the Eagles to tarp the 
field, stretching them emotion- 
ally and physically. Center 
fielder J.R. Fry went after a 
long ball, and the slippery grass 
proved to be his demise as he 
hit his shoulders, neck and head 
on the fence post. Freshman 
Nathan Banfield did a fine job 
of replacing Fry, however, and 
caught the final two outs of the 
last inning. 

However, the weekend proved 
to be the high point. On Mon- 
day, April 20, the Eagles played 
at Bellevue College and lost 
both games. Thursday, April 
23, the Eagles played Rock- 
hurst at home and lost 8-4 
because of unearned runs. 

Games for the weekend of 
April 25 and 26 were split 
against College of the Ozarks. 
Conference playoffs will begin 
on Friday, May 1 against 
Kansas Newman-Wichita, 
weather permitting. 



Editor-in-Chief 



Although the Avila Eagles 
men’s baseball team confer- 
ence ranking is not great, the 
team is showing signs of mak- 
ing a strong comeback. With a 
record of 32-25-1, the men 
have worked to improve their 
record by seizing on home field 
advantage. 

Saturday, April 18 was a big 
day for the Eagles against Col- 
lege of the Ozarks. The Eagles 
had a strong lead during the 
first game, but lost it in the last 
two innings.. Relief pitching 
was weak, with four pitchers 
brought in for the remaining 
two innings. 

However, the second game 
proved to turn the tables on the 
Ozarks, when senior Sean Rus- 
sell held them to one run in 
seven innings. Russell’s strong 
pitching and unshakable 
demeanor proved to be the edge 
that the Eagles needed. Russell, 
was named Midland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (MCAC) 
Player of the Week for this 
game. 

On Sunday, April 19, the 
Eagles beat Kansas Newman- 
Wichita 8-7 and 6-3. Newman 
is the number one team in the 



Top: The Eagles try to advance their lead with a runner in scoring position. 
Bottom: Ryan Howard steps up to bat to start things off in the inning. 

photo by Brian Stuckey 



photos by Brian Stuckey 



ism 


1 


LL 


, TT.jj mi! 










1 4 



The Talon, April 30, 1998 



Ar 




Chrisman 3 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Thornhill Gallery has set its 
schedule lor the 1998-99 
season. One of the most 
exciting and relevant shows 
should be Chrisman 3; a 
compilation of work from 
George Chrisman, curator of 
Thornhill Gallery, and his three 
sons. 

Chrisman explained dial about 
four years ago they had another 
family show for the children 
and grandchildren. This time, 
die show will be just Chrisman 
and his dtree boys. 

Although dtey are all grown 
and have lives of dieir own, it is 
a wonderful chance to exhibit 
die talents of a family, as well as 
examine die differences in style 
and types of work. 

Scott Chrisman, die oldest son, 
is a surveyor of a pottery studio, 
and his works will be comprised 
mainly of pottery. 

Aaron Chrisman, the youngest, 



works at Sturgess Materials, 
designing marble and granite 
installations. 

George explained diat 
Aaron's major talent is that of 
die airbrush. 

George was not certain diat he 
and his wife’s, Rachel, middle 
child would be able to join in. 

“Up until about a week ago 
Chan did not diink he would be 
able to participate in die show,” 
George said. “Last week he 
called me up and asked if we 
still had room for him and I 
said ‘Of course!’” 

“Chan works at designing 
irrigation and drawing, but he 
won’t tell me what he is doing 
for die show. For all I know, he 
could be installing a sprinkler 
system in here!” George 
laughed. 

All die Chrisman men arc 
excited about die show and the 
chance to show dieir talent as a 
family. 

See box below for die 1998-99 
Thornhill Gallery season. 



Educating Rita an 
Education for All 



Thornhill Gallery 1998-99 Schedule 



Norma Cowdrick 
Connie Greany 
Pal Wright 
Senior Show 
Scholastics 
Judy Thompson 
Chrisman 3 



August 28-Sept. 25 
October 2-10 

December 11-18 
February 1-20 
February 26-March 31 
April 9-May 7 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

“In order to move into the 
future, you have to be able to 
fully accept your past and live 
widi it, and not give it up 
wholly and freely is my central 
theme in Educating Rita," 
junior Mike Kruse said. 

Kruse is direedng Educating 
Rita, by Willy Russell, as a 
directed study. Junior Jen Kiple 
is playing die title role of Rita 
as an aedng directed study, and 
Avila alumni Robert Foulk 
plays Frank, Rita’s teacher, 
mentor and sometimes 
conscience. 

This show is about a lower 
class Englishwoman, set in die 
present day. Rita goes to die 
open university to, in her 
words, “learn everything.” 
There she meets Frank, who 
will soon become her mentor. 
Although Frank docs not want 
to teach her, he is intrigued by 
her soul and consents to help 
her. 

Rita is determined to further 
her education in order to help 
her move up the class system. 
As she begins to learn more and 
more, she begins to cast off her 
past and ends up nearly losing 
her soul. This process destroys 
Frank emodonally, and at one 
point he tells her he will change 
his name to Mary Shelley for 



Holler Presents Hamlet in 
McKeon Room 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 



“On the whole, Hamlet 
pretends to be mad to disrupt 

his uncle’s court, 

hoping dtis will push I I 
Claudius to show his • * ^ ^ 

guilt. The stress level 
he is under, however, 
pushes him to the 
edge of madness,” 

Chris Holler, senior, 
talks about his 
interpretation of Hamlet, by 
Shakespeare. 

Holler has undertaken 
producing, directing and 
starring in Hamlet for his senior 
project. Holler said his love of 
the play started as a junior in 
high school. He chose Hamlet 
as his report on a Shakespeare 
play. He tried to read it, but 
nothing made sense. 

“I went to the library and 
checked out an old audio-tape 
recording with John Gielgud as 
Hamlet,” Holler said. “One 
Friday night 1 stayed at my 
grandmother’s house and began 
playing it on her upstairs stereo. 
I fell in love with the play 



has continued to this day.” 

This summer. Holler made the 
firm decision to undertake this 
as his senior project. Robert 
Martin has been an immense 



I fell in love with the 
play instantly 



help as assistant director. “At 
least once a week Robert and I 
would sit on my balcony 
reading the script, making cuts 
and bouncing ideas off one 
another,” Holler said. 

Holler said that everyone at 
Avila has been a tremendous 
help, and he hopes to make this 
project a culmination of 
everything he has gained at 
Avila through the theater 
program. 

Holler believes that corruption 
is the key theme throughout 
Hamlet. “In some ways the 
lives of all the characters arc 
cither corrupted from the 
beginning,” Holler said, “or 



he, too, has created a 
Frankenstein. 

Rita sees the wrong in her 
actions at the end of the play, 
and begins learning <o integrate 
her past into her future. As Rita 
comes to take her exams, she 

It’s a wonderfully 
poetic ending, where 
you know they will be 
all right without each 
other 

-Mike Kruse, director 



and Frank meet again, and he 
tells her he is going to 
Australia. “It’s a wonderfully 
poetic ending, where you know 
they will be all right without 
each other,” Kruse said. 

Kruse described the play as 
very similar to My Fair Lady, 
but says that Rita has more 
strength and choices. 

The underlying thread of the 
story is about the choices and 
growing that we all as 
individuals are forced to do. 



Kruse explained why he 
decided to do an entire show as 
a directed study as a junior, an 
undertaking that is usually done 
by seniors. Kruse said that he 
and Kiple both agreed they 
could not do justice to 
themselves and to the play by 
just doing a scene or a one-act. 
It was a strong show, and they 
did not want to give it up. 

“I took this on as a huge 
challenge to make sure I could 
do it. I wanted (lie challenge 
and I wanted to see a full length 
script blossom in from of me, 
and there's nothing like it in the 
world,” Kruse said. 

Kruse and Kiple believe that 
everyone can associate 
themselves with Rita and Frank 
and their struggles throughout 
the show. “This is a timeless 
piece about die people and 
coming to terms widi our 
humanity,” Kruse said. 

Educating Rita will run May 4 
and 5 in die McKean Room in 
Goppert Theater. It will begin at 
7 p.m. All Avila faculty, 
students, stall and alumni are 
invited. 



instantly, and die fascination they become corrupted in their 



/■ journey diroughout the play, 

lade the This is what leads to the 

ike this downfall of the central figures.” 

Robert Holler explained his 

nmense philosophy of Hamlet dirough a 

quote he once read. 

< j-f- Uk 4-Up “People don’t see 
/llll Lilt? H am i e t purely to be 
entertained, they want 
■ to come away with a 

PlLlV piece °f the show, 

with something that 
Chris Holler, director uniquely touches them 
and images that will 
or. “At stay with them forever.” 

rt and I This is what Holler hopes will 
lalcony be achieved through his version 
ng cuts of Hamlet. The cast and crew 
iff one has been working hard for four 
months. The show will run from 
yone at May 8-10 at 7 p.m. Seadng is 
lendous by reservadon only, so call 350- 
akc this 2237 to reserve seats, 

on of After graduadon. Holler plans 
ined at to take a break. He has small 

theater parts in both shows being 

presented by the Heart of 
rrupdon America Shakespeare Fesdval, 

lughout as well as a role in Theater for 

tys the Young America. After that, 

ters arc Holler plans to attend graduate 

m the school, although he is not sure 

id, “or where or when he will arrive for 

in their his next challenge. 



THE TALON 



Laura K. Harris Editor-in-Chief 

Brian Stuckey Managing Editor 

Jessica Brice Production Manager 

Ben Henry Copy Editor 

Alycia Bell Advertising Manager 



Kevin Blackmore, Lynn Brown-Quick, Jason Buck, 
Kristi Clore, Tom Coleman, Therese Cox, , Kari 
Donnell, Ginny Goebel, Ryan Glasgow, Kevin Lujin, 
Mary Lopez, Lisa McDaniel, 

Kelly Niemiec Writers 

Steve Iliff Adviser 



Editorial Policy 

The Talon is produced by the students in Avila College’s 
journalism pracdcum classes and other student contributors. 
Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Talon staff or the trustees, 
administration, faculty or staff of the college. 

The Talon encourages letters to the editor. Letters should 
be typed and must include writer’s signature, name, address 
and telephone number for verification. Letters can be mailed 
to The Talon Editor, Avila College, 11901 Womall Rd., 
Kansas City, Mo. 64145, or may be brought to The Talon 
mailbox in Dallavis Center. Letters may also be submitted 
via e-mail at Talon@mail.avila.edu or you may leave a 
message on voice mail at 942-8400, extension 3253. 

Please keep letters to 300 words or less. The Talon reserves 
the right to edit letters for reason of space, clarity or 
inappropriate language. The writer’s name will accompany 
all published letters. 



Arts & Entertainment 



The Talon, April 30, 1998 



Manifestations in 
Thornhill Gallery 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Manifestations by Betsy 
Defauber-Loss, an Avila 
graduate, is showing in 
Thornhill Gallery until May 15, 
Defauber-Loss and George 
Chrisman, curator of Thornhill 
Gallery, stayed in close contact, 
and Chrisman asked her to do a 
show for Thornhill a year ago. 

Defauber-Loss is working as a 
practicing artist, and works in a 
great variety of media. 

Defauber-Loss’ s show is very 
different from the shows 
Thornhill has been having of 
late. “It’s a very emotional 
show,” Chrisman said. 

Rage of Angels, a tribute to the 
Oklahoma City bombing 
victims, is on the front wall. 
The piece is very graphic, with 
faces depicted in the gold paint 
on the crumpled burlap canvas. 



“This is an extremely graphic 
piece, with red depicting the 
blood of the victims and actual 
pieces of bones. Betsy collects 
bones, and she often includes 
them in her artwork,” Chrisman 
said. 

Another noteworthy piece is 
Redbud, which is five panels 
long. It takes an entire 12 foot 
wall to hang the painting in full, 
but the work is so well done 
that sections can easily stand on 
their own. 

“This is a work that just kept 
growing,” Chrisman explained. 
“Hemingway once said that 
when you truly get into your 
work and are being creative, it 
gets a life of its own-and you 
better hold on. Betsy takes us 
on an exquisite ride.” 

Defauber-Loss works in series, 
and several are presented in 
Thronhill. There is a series of 
tributes, to the Oklahoma City 



victims, angels, coyotes and 
women. 

There is a series of masks, 
from traditional to spirit type 
form. There is a series of 
vessels, made from clay. These 
were raku-fired, which is an 
oriental firing technique. 

Maze is a piece that captures 
the theme throughout Defauber- 
Loss’ s work. 

“Life is a struggle we see, and 
it can be from a plane, or from a 
country side. Life is a maze, a 
puzzle we have to go through,” 
Chrisman said. 

Witchunt also reflects this 
theme; this painting also 
includes tarot card pieces, 
bones and impasto; this 
intriguing piece shows the 
pathways through everything. 

Defauber-Loss’ work will be 
on display in Thornhill Gallery 
until May 15. Gallery hours are 
Monday-Friday 1-5 p.m. 



Assassins : A Multi-Media Musical 



by MARY E. LOPEZ 

Staff Writer 

Assassins told about the 
“disillusionment of the 
American dream,” director 
Rick Truman said. This is not a 
typical musical, although it is 
about love, ambitions, 
disappointments, and dreams. It 
takes each of these elements to 
the extreme. 

The musical told the story of 
every assassin who killed or 
tried to kill an American 
President but that is not all it 
was about. Assassins is the 
voice of a side of history that is 
never told. “It’s a morbid 



history lesson,” said J. Paul 
Kilgore, who played Samuel 
Byck, Nixon’s attempted 
assassin. The musical pulls 
audiences into the killer’s 
insanity for just a moment “It 
gives interesting views of why 
they did what they did, and 
you’ll find yourself relating,” 
said Chris Gleeson, who played 
John Hinckley, Reagan’s 
attempted assassin. 

There were nine assassins in 
all. Everyone from the “father” 
John Wilkes Booth who 
assassinated Lincoln for 
destroying the country with a 
Civil War to John Hinckley 
who attempted assassination for 
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the love of Jodie Foster. There 
were also a few presidents, but 
they were not the thrust of the 
show. 

Assassins was originally 
presented off-Broadway with 
rear projections as a part of the 
scenic background. It was no 
different in Goppert Theater. “It 
was a massive, mind blowing, 
multi-media, marvel,” said 
Mike Adams, Theater/ 
Communication double major. 
Adams put together the videos 
that were projected as a part of 
the scenery. There were three 
silver screens that displayed 
video, film, and photos of 
Americans past and present. 



The cast of Assassins: 

Top left: David Crowe, 

Mike Kruse, Mike Derting, 
Joe Nuzum, Chris Holler, 
Robert Martin, J. Paul 
Kilgore. 

Middle left: Corey Baker, 
Rachel Armstrong, Bill 
Gleeson, Chris Leo, Mike 
Muller, Chris Gleeson 
Bottom left: Sayra Player, 
Zachary Sturm, Jen Kiple, 
Patricia Rusconi, Maggie 
Nelson, Rob Meadows 

photo by Brian Stuckey 




John Wilkes Booth, Charles Guiteau, Leon Czolgosz, Giuseppe Zangara and Lee Harvey 
Oswald practicing taking aim. 



*•* HOROKOPEt ** 



Contributing Writer 

AOUARIUI (JAN* 20- ft I. 18) **** Everything is going 
your way this month and it is a great example of what your whole summer 
will be like. Don’t spend that extra cash just yet. You will need it for an 
adventure this summer. Make plans to study or hang out with your 
friends. It’s bonding time. Take a chance on something new. It will be 
worth it. Couple: Start making some romantic plans for the summer. 

Single: There are lots of opportunities coming up so make yourself 
available. 

Rial (fti. 19- March 20) *** rife is crazy right now but 
remember it will all be over soon. You are a helper this month and some 
will ask for too much, so make sure to draw the line. All your charity will 
put you in the mood to spoil yourself, so plan a day just for yourself. Your 
summer will be short but if you make plans now it will be a great one. 
Couple: Things are looking good for your future but don’t jump the gun. 
Single: Romance is in the air; give in to impulses. 

Aries (March 21- April 19) *** Vlake the first step and 
things will start to roll in your direction. Call on a friend for some money 
advice. A new possibility will arise. Express how you feel. You will like 
the response. Summer will be time to make some cash but be careful not 
to mix business with pleasure. Couple: Hanging out with friends will 
make things much clearer. Single: Look around at work. There is someone 
you need to pay close attention to. 

Taurus (April 22- May 20) ★*** You are full of solutions 
so be a leader and get things done. A job that sounds like a lot of fun is in 
your sights but it might not be the best choice for you right now. Friends 
are in the mood for a trip. Pick your things up and go along. You won’t be 
disappointed. Couple: Plan a surprise, nothing too extravagant though. 
Single: Ask a friend to hook you up. 

Gemini (May 21- June 20) ***** Let it ail hang out. This 
is your month. The phone won’t stop ringing and you will have tons of 
things to do. Change is in the air and you are the only one that picks how 
it goes. Whatever it is your decision will be right. Invest your money in 
something worthwhile. Couple: It is time to have that talk you have put 
off. Single: That hottie will be yours before the end of the month. 

Cancer (June 21- July 22) **** Everyone wants your 
advice so make sure to make it good. Friends are an essential for you to 
have a good month. Plan a gathering. Call on an old friend for lunch and 
catch up. Try something out of the ordinary and take a friend. Hang out 
with the family a little and enjoy the time. Couple: You may be ready but 
it has to go both ways. Make sure you arc both ready. Single: Go out of 
your way to say hi and you will be noticed. 

Leo (July 23- Aug* 22) ’ r * * Put your head into your work 
and it will be done sooner than you expected. Your energy is at its highest 
level and you will have to be careful not to bite anyone’s head off. Look 
into a job that will give you some experience for the future. Money is 
tight but you will have plenty before you know it. Couple: Plan a trip to 
the amusement park or a trip to the lake. Be kids again. Single: You will 
meet someone new and you will click. 

VIrgo (Aug. 23- $ept. 22) *** Start brainstorming now for 
some fun outing this summer. Don’t spend all your money in one place. 
You will need it soon. You are in the mood to be daring and those around 
you will see a new side that they like. A friend will be a little pushy with 
ideas but listen. Couple: You won’t be able to stay away from each other 
but take a little time to yourself. Single: An admirer finally gets your 
attention. 

Lira (Sept. 23- Oct. 22) **** You arc on guard but let it 

down a little and take others’ opinions into thought. You will sec eyc-to- 
eye once you both take it all into consideration. A friend needs your 
support but you aren’t the best one to give advice. Listening will do the 
trick. Couple: Things are going the way they should. Don’t make any 
changes just yet. Single: You have to be the one to make the first move or 
it will never happen. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23- Nov. 22) ***** Keep things going and 

make sure they are the way you planned. You are full of confidence this 
month, and you should be. Your personality sparkles even more now that 
you are happy with yourself. A surprise that you had no clues about will 
make your summer a blast. Couple: You will spend a lot of quality time 
together. You won’t get tired of each other this month. Single: That cutie 
you have been crushing over will ask you out. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23- Dec. 21) **** a job will require 

more energy than you were originally willing to give. Keep with it and 
you will be victorious. Your desires and needs arc important this month so 
don’t shortchange yourself. Family will be your answer to something 
different. Couple: Start a weekly event together, like softball or going to 
the gym. Single: Take a chance with the one you have been questioning, it 
just might lead to something worthwhile. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan. 19) **** Things are a little 

confusing right now but give it time and it will all work out for the best. 
You have been holding back but it is time to say how you feel. Don’t 
question your impulses; just act on them. Your energy will not only help 
you out but lift those around you. Couple: Time to take that next step. 

You both are ready. Single: Go for it. You have to get things going. 
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Opinion 



Reflections from t 

A Special Thank You 



he Editor: 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 



“Gel 
yourself 
upstairs and 
correct this 
NOW! 

Your 

grammar is 
terrible, and 
I thought 
you were supposed to learn 
spelling at school!” Dad yelled. 

“I am not going to write this 
stupid book report over! Who 
cares about writing? It’s so 
boring and stupid. I told you, 
I’m going to be a stockbroker, 

I don’t need to know how to 
write,” I answered. 

“Everyone needs to know 
how to write. Don’t be 
ridiculous. Now, get upstairs 
and rewrite this if you want to 
watch TV,” Dad said. 

“What is your deal? I am not 
a writer! Do I look like JD 
Salinger to you?” I said. 

“No, but with a mouth like 
that, it wouldn’t hurt you to go 
into seclusion as well. Starling 
NOW. No go!” Dad roared. 

And so it went until I was 
about 15 or so. Then, Dad 
started circling less on my 
papers, ;uid eventually said that 
I was doing fine on my own. 
One of the tilings I worked (lie 
hardest at was writing for my 
father, writing so that he 
couldn’t find a mistake and 
would hand it back, simply 
saying “Perfect”. 

It is because of my dad dial I 
write. It is because of his 
grueling practice of rewriung 
for grammar, spelling and 
accuracy dial I was able to 



form a strong foundadon. But 
it was because of his 
unyielding interest in my work 
and dreless support that I 
found myself with a motivadon 
to continue. Without him, I 
don’t know diat I would be 
wridng a “Reflections to the 
Editor” column. 

It was Dad who so wanted to 
improve and strengdien my 
wridng, but yet he isn’t here to 
see me now. Last week I 
attended an awards ceremony, 
and won third place for best 
regular column for one I had 
written about my fadicr. While 
I won odier awards that night, 
none meant as much. After I 
went and received my 
certificate, I sat back at the 
table and rny eyes filled with 
tears. I looked at Jessica Brice, 
who was sitting beside me 
congratulating me. 

“It’s too bad he had to die for 
me to win this,” I said to her. 
And Jessica looked at me as if 
I had grown horns, and told me 
dial I would have written about 
something else if he were still 
here and done just as well. 

Now I realize she is right. My 
Dad didn’t have to die for me 
to win dial award; he had to 
live. It is because he believed 
in me, worked widi me, pushed 
me dial I won. I don’t know 
why Dad was so strict widi 
writing for me. Perhaps he saw 
potential. Perhaps he saw 
someone desperately in need of 
knowledge. 

But 1 truly believe dial he is 
die main catalyst for what I 
have achieved. Without Dad, I 
would have had no confidence. 

I never wrote for the 
newspaper in high school 



because I didn’t think I was 
good enough. I thought my 
wridng wasn’t quite up to the 
level everyone elsc’s was, 
aldiough I always received 
high marks on any writing I 
did. I remember when I told 
Dad that I was going to start 
wridng for The Talon about 
two years ago. “You’ve finally 
realized what you need to be 
doing,” Dad said. 

Many people have remarked 
upon my columns, and how 
frequendy they deal with my 
father. I have rcccndy begun 
thinking why that is, and if it 
would be any different if it 
were five, ten years since his 
deadi. Possibly. But every time 
I look over my own writing, I 
remember Dad looking at it, I 
remember how my heart sank 
when he found a mistake, and I 
remember how proud I was 
when he pronounced 
something “Well done, 
pumpkin.” Aldiough diere are 
many reasons why I write 
about my dad, die most 
important is because without 
him, his love, influence, 
support, encouragement, 
widiout our special talks and 
raging fights, I wouldn’t be 
me. 

My parents were die most 
important factors in die person 
I have turned out to be, and I 
feel diat since wridng was so 
important to my fadier, wridng 
about him is die best way to 
diank him. 

And so, in my last issue as 
Editor-in-Chief of The Talon, I 
diank die readers for indulging 
me and my lather for providing 
me with endless memories and 
inspiradon. 




Letters To the Editor 

Dear Editor, summer vacadon. Intcmadonal reasons, intemadonal students’ 



International Student Council. 
Does diis sound a litde strange 
to everybody? I have been at 
Avila College for direc 
semesters. Avila College has a 
nice campus and faculty . 
However, since I have spent 
one summer vacadon on 
campus, 1 have found out diat 
Avila College can offer better 
diings for international 
students. However, nobody 
tells die president of Avila 
College of diese diings. Even 
diougli Avila College has 1 1 
student senate members, diey 
ignore die needs of die 
intcmadonal students. 

Therefore, it is time to create 
an intemadonal student council 
to change at least three diings. 

First, Avila College has to 
provide enough activiues for 
intcmadonal students and 
American students. All of the 
students at Avila College, 
including intemadonal 
students, pay 50 dollars for die 
activity fee. However, 
activiues are more important 
for intemadonal students 
because international students 
usually stay on campus during 



students are 10 percent of all 
full ume students at Avila 
College. Although diey want 
to go back to their own 
country, they cannot because it 
costs tcxi much money and 
takes a long dme to prepare to 
go back. Have you ever been 
on die tennis court or 
basketball court? It looks like a 
refuse bin, so nobody can play 
diere. Therefore, Avila College 
should pnivide enough 
activiues for intemadonal 
students who stay on campus 
during the long vacadon. 

Second, intemadonal students 
have to stay in a dorm during 
die vacadon. Of course, they 
can have a nice trip, but 
probably the trip is two weeks 
or less. Therefore, after they 
come back from the dip, they 
have to stay on campus. At this 
point, during the summer 
vacation, die cafeteria doesn’t 
serve food for international 
students. Therefore, diey need 
to cook by themselves. Even 
though diey cook by 
themselves, die food is not so 
good because it is usually 
instant food. Because of diese . 



health is probably getdng bad. 
In addidon, every international 
student wants the cafeteria 
food to be more delicious dian 
it is now. As a result, all 
intemadonal students want 
cafeteria service and changes 
in die food for intemadonal 
students during die year. 

Third, all intcmadonal 
students complain about the 
payment for die dorm. All 
intemadonal students cannot 
understand why we need to pay 
extra money to stay over break. 
At the beginning of each 
semester, we pay for a dorm 
room for one semester but later 
we have to pay more. It really 
doesn’t make any sense. At 
that time, die cafeteria doesn’t 
even serve any food. 

In conclusion, we really want 
to make an international 
students council. I am posidve 
that there are more 
intemadonal students who are 
coming to Avila College. I also 
hope this article can change 
these things that I listed above. 

Su-Gon Lee 



In My Humble Opinion: 
Fixing Stuff 



by TIM COLEMAN 

Regular Columnist 

It was in the back of an old 
comic-book that I came across 
a special piece by die writer. 
Addressed to die general 
audience of kids who wrote in 
so frequently to voice whatever 
opinions they had, it was an 
accumulation of all the various 
changes each of diose ravenous 
children would make.This 
writer found these suggesdons 
to be amusing, especially when 
taken as a whole. And so, for 
my last article I leave a similar 
list of suggesdons I have heard 
over the past four years. Some 
of these are from students, a 
few from professors, and I 
thought up a handful. It has 
been the spectrum of topics 
and solutions that I think arc 
interesting. Though I will add a 
Spoiler Warning: All 
comments arc in good fun and 
one should always keep in 
mind die sheer number of 
floating opinions out there, the 
weight of which is imagined 
only by you. 

As always, we need a proper 
dde for such an all 
encompassing list dial so many 
have diougin so much on. 

And so we have a . . . 
RAMBLING LIST OF ALL 
THAT NEEDS TO BE 
CHANGED AT AVILA TO 
MAKE IT THE VERY 
PERFECT SPECIAL UTOPIA 
EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT WE ALL 
WANT 

1) Change die name of the 
school to a word widi an 
agreed upon pronunciation to 
boost name recognidon widiin, 
as well as outside the area 
(Avila, Gyro, Tao, Tomato, 
and Envelope all share this 
dubious status). 

2) Build a new residence hall. 

3) Drop die nursing program. 

4) Make Avila an all men’s 
school. 

5) Give Kramer a raise. 

6) Move the sisters to another 
building (also allowing die 
underground tunnel to be 
opened that students are now 
not allowed to use). 

7) Start up a football team. 

8) Get rid of the emphasis on 
athletics. 

9) Build a swimming pool. 

10) Slop comparing every 
aspect of Avila to Rockhurst. 

11) Repair the tennis courts. 

12) Let Avila be a wet campus 
(not just when it rains). 

13) Return die school to its 
women only days. 

14) Pick which way to spell 
“theater” on Goppcrt Theater. 

15) Dissolve the art 
department. 

16) Give more money to the 
students for their academic 
endeavors. 

17) Expand nursing program. 

18) Make the dorms handicap 
accessible. 

19) Call the dorms “resident 
halls.” 

20) Give die male RAs dieir 



own bathrooms like the 
females. 

21) Let people eat, drink, and 
smoke in the computer labs. 

22) Give President Kramer a 
pay cut but let him talk as long 
as he wants at any and all 
meedngs. 

23) Require school uniforms. 

24) Make people go and 
support the available activides. 

25) Change the cafeteria meal 
system to a “credit” system 
whereby students could eat in 
the snack bar with die money 
they paid to die school for the 
rigid, loeked-in, no refund 
meal policy now in effect. 

26) Cook die cookies all die 
way through (yes, half cooking 
them makes them last longer 
but eating room temperature 
dough isn’t good for die 
growing, learning student). 

27) Do away with die all 
academic areas and have the 
school simply coach as many 
sports teams as possible 
(accreditadon? sure). 

28) Remove those annoying 
room dividers in die resident 
halls (this would make the 
room a big square instead of 
the continuos “O” shaped 
walkway dial limits you in 
every way possible from 
arranging it how you want). 

29) Contract widi an off 
campus apartment building to 
supply rooms for students 
(save money on building new 
dorms, drinking could be 
allowed, and upperclassman 
would have somewhere to 
move dial was still a p;irt of die 
Avila community). 

30) No tobacco chewing / 
dipping / spitting in class. 

3 1 ) Make a very clear 
distinedon between Avila and 
Devry. 

32) Move die bookstore to a 
bigger locadon. 

33) Change die school 
newspaper. 

34) Cut Jay Theis’s hair. 

35) Shift Avila to a public, 
state funded instiludon. 

36) Keep Carolyn Coon. 

37) Put security cameras 
where they will do some good 
around campus (in every 
studen’ts room, die bathrooms, 
and die teacher’s lounge - see 
what they really diink of our 
papers and ideas). 

38) Begin a dress code for die 
professors. 

39) Kick out students who fall 
asleep in class and dien 
complain of not understanding. 

40) Kick out teachers who 
sleepwalk into class, only 
lecture, and dien complain dial 
no one understands. 

41) Never, ever, put die 
preceding two groups together 
in a room and expect learning. 

42) Don’t monitor financial 
aid office (federal 
requirements? laws? who 
cares, we want to be educated). 

43) Get the sisters more 
involved. 

and my favorite . . . 

44) Get rid of Tim Coleman 
(sick of his opinions). 
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